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|_etter From the Dean

You know, | m a fairly new transplant to Stockton and
the Central Valley and every year, | absolutely marvel
at the beauty of spring. The bright, new green over the
elds and vineyards and the breathtaking color of the
owering cherry and almond trees both surprise and
thrill me every year. | don t know about you, but I re-
ally need spring this year. All of the budget dif culties in
our schools and communities and all of the stress fac-
ing families and businesses has, at times, really gotten
to me. | ve felt that sense of despair and wondered not
just when, but if, we Il be able to climb out of these dif culties. Then something like
an absolutely beautiful spring day  will lift my spirits and remind me that there are so
many good reasons to hope and be optimistic about our shared future. Happy Spring!

I hope that you can all nd reasons for hope and optimism in the wonderful stories
we bring you in this edition of ConnectEd. I, for one, was so inspired by the life of
our alumna, Elizabeth (Liz) Rogers who recently passed away. As a special education
teacher, she touched the lives of hundreds of children and their families, and those
who loved her have chosen to honor her memory by creating a scholarship that will
enable young people to continue her legacy of service through special education.

| also loved hearing the stories from two of our beloved faculty members. Fred Muskal
and Sue Eskridge are retiring, but they are not really leaving us. Both will be around
Stockton and the University, and both have left their impression on the School of
Education and on the countless students they ve mentored. We also have a wonderful
little investigation into the lives of the Clark family, the current residents of the former
Gladys L. Benerd home here in Stockton, and the fascinating string of history and plans
that tie them back to the School of Ed.

And what issue of ConnectEd would be complete without our alumni news? Thank you
so much to all of you who have taken the time to let us know what you are doing. We
truly love to hear from you. We are proud of your successes and accomplishments and
even prouder of your service on behalf of others. Most warmly,
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Getting In Touch

We always enjoy hearing from you. If you have any news, milestones, or
accomplishments you would like to share, please contact:
Sue Erickson  serickson@paciyc.edu 209.946.2683
Kevin Hogan  khogan@paciyc.edu  209.946.3915
Benerd School of Education, 3601 Paciyc Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211

DateBook

April
3 5th Annual Math
Steeplechase
4 Pro le Day

7-10 Kennedy Centers
Phantom Tollbooth

9 BSE Donor Dinner
17 BSE Open House for
Admitted Students
May
2 Project Pipeline
Conference
16 Commencement
June

26 - 28 Alumni Weekend
July

19-23  AVID/ATT
Summer Academy
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