ANTH 53

Cultural Anthropology

Professor Laura Bathurst

Spring 2008

Classes:  TU: 10:00 - 11:50 a.m., George Wilson Hall 

Office hours:  TU 3:00-4:30 & by appt.  George Wilson Hall (2nd floor).

E-mail:  lbathurst@pacific.edu; telephone: (209) 946-3181

Course Objectives:  

This course introduces students to the field of sociocultural anthropology.  Sociocultural anthropology is a holistic, comparative, integrative approach to the study of humankind, more specifically to the diverse ways of life of people around the globe.  This course is intended to introduce the student to the primary domains of cultural anthropology: culture; ethnicity, marriage, family, kinship, and social organization; time and space; religion, belief and rituals; gender and sexuality; power and political relations; patterns of production, distribution, and consumption; social control; hierarchy and inequality; and the various forces and forms of change. The course will introduce students to some of the key historical figures in 20th century anthropology as well as key concepts and theoretical approaches. Finally, it will equip students to employ the “anthropological perspective” to reframe issues of concern in their everyday lives.

After taking this course, students will be able to:

•
Understand patterns of diversity and similarity in human cultures.

•
Grasp the role of culture in shaping the lives of societies and individuals.

•
Critically evaluate and practice cultural relativism.

•
Perform basic ethnographic fieldwork and analysis.

•
Connect ethnographic fieldwork and anthropological theory.

•
Use anthropological concepts and examples to reframe contemporary social issues. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Required Readings:

Roberto Gonzalez, Zapotec Science
Beth Conklin, Consuming Grief 

Elizabeth Fernea, Guests of the Sheik

Karl Heider, Seeing Anthropology

James Spradley, Conformity and Conflict

Additional readings will be available on the course blackboard site.

Exams:

There will be three written exams in this course, two midterms and a final.  All exams must be completed on the day they are scheduled.

Quizzes:

There will be frequent quizzes given over the assigned readings.  These quizzes cannot be made up.  Quizzes will be given at the beginning of the class day for which readings are assigned.  Students arriving late will not be given additional time to complete the quiz.

Ethnographies: 

Two ethnographic projects will be assigned during the course of the semester. For each of these, students will perform fieldwork exercises and analyze their findings in a 4-6 page paper. Specific instructions will be provided for each of these ethnographies, including directions for submission online through the course Blackboard site.

Cultural-Self Packets:

Anthropology has been called the “mirror for humankind,” and as part of this class, you will be contemplating your own reflection in the anthropological mirror.  This self-reflection will be integrated into class discussions and exercises.  In addition, you will be completing a series of exercises outside of class.  These exercises, to be explained as we proceed through the semester, will be collected twice during the semester as “Cultural-Self Packets,” so make sure to hold on to them.    
Attendance and Participation:

Attendance is mandatory. More than three unexcused absences or late arrivals will result in a reduction of the final course grade (1/2 letter grade per incident).  Class participation will count for 150 points (3-4 pts. per class meeting) and will be assessed in terms of:

1) Student’s active engagement in regular lectures, class discussions, and activities (asking questions, contributing to discussions).  Please note:  I always value quality over quantity.  

2) Discussions with the professor in office hours,

3) Bringing relevant news items to share with the rest of the class; sharing study guides or outlines with the rest of the class; forming a study group outside of class. 

Grades:

Midterm Exam I
10%

Midterm Exam II
15%

Final Exam


15%

Quizzes



10%

Ethnographic Assignment #1

15%

Ethnographic Assignment #2 
15%

Cultural-Self Packet #1

5%

Cultural-Self Packet #2

5%

Participation and Attendance

10%

Office Hours and E-mail:  

I hold regular office hours at the above noted times.  You are encouraged to come to me with questions, to ask for further explanations, to get help, etc.  I like to see you.  You may also email me.  I typically respond to emails promptly (within 24 hours), though you should not expect answers to emails after 5pm, on weekends (you might get lucky, but don’t count on it), or on Wednesdays.  Emails should always be addressed to your professors in formal, respectful English (correct grammar, standard punctuation, etc.).

CLASS RULES

1. In-class work cannot be made up. This includes quizzes.  No late assignments will be accepted without a valid physician’s note, obituary notice, or official notification from the Athletic Department (or other campus office).

2. Use of wireless devices is prohibited during all class meetings and exams.

3. All exams must be completed on the day scheduled. Should exceptional circumstances prevent this, it is YOUR responsibility to notify me IN ADVANCE to make appropriate arrangements.

4. Copies of student work may be retained to assess how the learning objectives of the course are being met.

5. Revisions to this syllabus will be announced in class and will take precedence over this document.

Honor Code:

The Pacific policy on academic honesty is detailed in Tiger Lore.   I have the policy of automatically failing you in the course for violations of the Honor Code, so you are advised to read it.   Cheating and plagiarism are, of course, academically dishonest.  I have a zero-tolerance policy toward academic dishonesty.  Please be advised that the university gives professors discretion to punish academic dishonesty as we see fit.  This means that I will automatically fail you in the course if I have evidence that you have cheated—I will do so on the last day of class (or after) if I have to; I will also report you to the Director of Judicial Affairs in the Office of Student Life for whatever punishment they choose to mete out.  See Tiger Lore for details about the university’s proceedings and punishments.  

Please see a good style manual for what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it.  Obviously, turning in someone else’s work with your name on it is theft and will be treated accordingly. You are encouraged to discuss your ideas with each other, but do your own work; turning in identical or nearly identical assignments is a violation of the Honor Code.  

It is plagiarism when:


1.  You use more than four words in a row that are taken directly from another text of any sort 


without citing it as a direct quote.  As a rule, direct quotes themselves should only be used 


sparingly; papers full of properly cited quotes are entirely honest, but bad writing.  


2.  You very closely paraphrase the work of others.  Paraphrasing is NOT the same as using 


your own words.  


3.  You fail to properly cite the source of any idea you’ve gotten from another text.  You must 


cite any idea, not just direct quotes, from other sources.  


4.  The same applies to things taken from websites.  

The easiest way to avoid all potential problems is to read the material, think about it, then close all of your books and write.  Keep track of where ideas are from by jotting notes to yourself (“I want to talk about Smith’s idea that…”).  Then go back and cite everything properly:  great idea you’ve just talked about (Smith 2002: 45).  With longer papers, you need to cite as you go, but the rule about closing the books while you write still holds.  To do this properly, you have to think about time management.  Read a couple of days before you have to write (so you have time to think).  Write notes to yourself about what you think is important (or, if you are inclined, a real outline) and where you got the ideas.  Then sit down and write.  Often cheating takes place because someone doesn’t organize their time properly, feels up against a deadline, and makes a bad decision.  I understand how this can happen, but I do not consider it an excuse.  If you have any questions about what to do or not do, just ask.  

Learning or Physical Disabilities:  If you need accommodations because of a certified learning or physical disability, you must contact Mr. Daniel Nuss, Coordinator of the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, in 101 Bannister to obtain an Accommodations Request Letter. Once you have obtained the letter, I will happily work with you to make appropriate arrangements to accommodate your needs. Please see me after class or in office hours.

Class Schedule:  

Readings assigned on a weekly basis.  Please bring readings with you to class.

SA=Seeing Anthropology, C&C=Conformity and Conflict, BB=Blackboard course site
15-17 Jan. 
READ: SA Ch. 1; C&C pp. 1-5

22-24 Jan.  
READ: SA Ch. 2; C&C 2, 3; Guests of the Sheik Introduction-Part I

29-31 Jan. 
READ: SA Ch. 3; C&C 4, 5; Guests of the Sheik Part II-III

5-7 Feb.  
READ: SA Ch. 4; C&C 6, 7; Guests of the Sheik Parts IV-end

12-14 Feb.  
READ: SA Ch. 5; BB “Individualism”



I will hand out Ethnographic Assignment #1
19 Feb. 
Midterm I – please bring large bluebooks and pens

21 Feb. 
READ: SA Ch. 6; C&C 11; BB “Worst Mistake”; Zapotec Science Ch. 1
26 Feb. 
READ: SA Ch. 7; C&C 13, 15; BB “Too Many Bananas,” Zapotec Science Ch. 2-3
28 Feb.
Cultural-Self Packet #1 due

4-6 Mar. 
READ: SA Ch. 8; C&C 18; BB “Arranging a Marriage in India,” “When Brothers Share 




a Wife”; Zapotec Science Ch. 4-5
10-14 Mar. No Class – Spring Break

18 Mar.
Student Work Day
20 Mar. 
READ: SA Ch. 9; C&C 16. 17; Zapotec Science Ch. 6



Ethnographic Assignment #1 due



I will hand out Ethnographic Assignment #2
25-27 Mar.  
READ:  Zapotec Science Ch. 7-8
1 Apr.  
Midterm II – please bring large bluebooks and pens

3 Apr. 
READ: SA Ch. 10; C&C 24

8-10 Apr.  
READ: SA Ch. 11; C&C 27, 28; BB “Shamans”; Consuming Grief 




Introduction, Part I

15-17 Apr. 
READ: SA Ch. 12, C&C 9; BB “Doing Gender, Doing Surgery,” 




“Berdache Tradition”; Consuming Grief Part II, III
22 Apr.  
READ: SA Ch. 13; Blackboard “Customary Warfare”, “Body Paint, Feathers, and 




VCRs”; Consuming Grief Part IV, Afterword
24 Apr.
Cultural-Self Packet #2 due
29 Apr. 
READ: SA Ch. 14; C&C 35, 36

1 May.  
Ethnographic Presentations

6 May  
Ethnographic Assignment #2 due
Final Exam from 8:00-11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 13– Bring large bluebook and pens. 
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