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The Middle East and Gulf States 
In today’s world, the United States faces a myriad of challenges involving scarcity and instability in the Middle East. However these same pressing challenges present opportunities for the new administration to promote functioning stability in the region through multilateral engagement, socioeconomic growth and trust building. By utilizing these tools, the United States can take important steps to facilitate an atmosphere of equality and mutual respect among Middle Eastern actors. Further consideration should be given to the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, US involvement in Iraq and increased engagement with Iran.
	The United States stresses the urgency for a peaceful resolution to the longstanding conflict between Palestine and Israel, along with affected regional actors. The United States, in conjunction with regional stakeholders, must play a major role as a strong facilitator in the peace process. To accomplish this, the US will help establish a broad framework for negotiations through the engagement of all parties. In the process the US will involve all relevant parties in order to make progress towards a unified Palestinian position. Three priorities must be addressed: The first includes further pressuring Israel to freeze existing and future settlements in the West Bank. The second point, in recognizing that the blockade is a contributing factor to extremism in the region, is the easing of the blockade on Gaza to allow additional humanitarian aid. The final and equally important point is the need for Palestinian factions to halt attacks against Israel, including all rocket fire from the Gaza Strip. The United States should focus on building mutual trust and stability between Palestinians and Israelis, thus ending the perpetual cycle of violence and hostilities in the region. 
	As US troops continue to withdraw from Iraq, issues of instability and scarcity remain as challenges for the current Iraqi government and US administration. To ensure the stability of the Iraqi government, the United States must continue to expand upon its current policy of training Iraqi security forces and reach out to regional allies to pursue partnership opportunities. This will not only increase the stability of the region but also create lasting relationships between neighboring states, thus promoting economic growth. In addition, the United States has a strategic interest to promote economic stability and growth in Iraq through increased funding for infrastructure projects and small business loans targeted on a micro level for civil society development. Further, US foreign direct investment will continue to stimulate Iraq’s economy, thereby increasing the government’s legitimacy in the region. Beyond this, the US initiation of regional discussions with key actors will bolster Iraq’s sovereignty and authority within the international sphere. Topics to be discussed should include border security, the US commitment to a united Iraq, minority issues, and developing regional trade. These measures will promote political and economic stability in Iraq, furthering US interests by supporting a strong partner in the Middle East. 
	It is in the United States’ interest to seek rapprochement of its relations with Iran. Iran’s rising prominence and hegemony in the region, coupled with its ongoing nuclear activities, contribute to instability and regional insecurity and pose a risk to US interests in the area. The United States seeks to make Iran a partner in promoting stability and regional security, particularly in Iraq, Afghanistan, Lebanon and the Persian Gulf. A simultaneous three track approach should be implemented. The first, a multilateral approach, endorses the continuation of the current IAEA and P5+1 discussions over Iran’s uranium enrichment program. A second multilateral approach also includes dialogue on regional stability, with the participation of Russia and China. Concomitantly, a bilateral approach should be pursued beginning with the easing of non-technological United States sanctions on Iran. This positive overture will establish the basis for a dialogue between Iran and the US for the restoration of diplomatic relations. Further, it will create a framework in which steps towards the removal of Iran from the State Sponsors of Terrorism list can be addressed.  
	A multitude of opportunities for US diplomatic strength exists in the Middle East, including the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, US interests in Iraq, and increased political engagement in Iran. Recognizing that this is not an all inclusive list, these challenges are of critical importance to the security of the region and should be prioritized by the current administration. The creation of regional multilateral discussions is critical to increasing functioning stability and ensuring security in the region. The United States can and must take a strong role in diplomatic relations and engage regional actors within the Middle East to promote stability and peace.
