INTL 185

SIS Senior Capstone

Fall 2009

Prof. Laura Bathurst

Office Hours:  Mondays 10:00-11:30, 1:00-3:00, and by appointment.  

Office Location:  Knoles Hall 302b

E-Mail: bathurst.pacific@gmail.com
Professor’s Webpage:  laurabathurst.wordpress.com 

(This is where to begin if you’d like to schedule an appointment with me.)
Telephone: (209) 946-3181

The objective of Capstone is to provide you with a course that gives you time and space to think about the various elements of your SIS education as you finish your undergraduate education.  The SIS curriculum begins with interdisciplinary, general courses, and then each student moves off in their own direction—geographically, you study abroad in different places, intellectually, you pursue different interests in your upper division courses.  Capstone is organized to encourage you to reintegrate the interdisciplinary goal of those first courses with the deeper learning of your disparate upper-division work.  It also encourages integration of the experiential and cognitive learning modes that are critical to the curriculum by linking the personal-level experiences of individuals with “big events” and structural forces.  This semester’s texts represent the DRCongo, the United States, South Africa, Iran, Uzbekistan, Turkey, Israel/Palestine, and Guatemala.  

Learning objectives:
· Students demonstrate an ability to analyze the relationship between the cognitive learning of their coursework and the experiential learning of the study abroad experience.

· Students demonstrate an ability to analyze the role of the individual within a range of cultural and historical frameworks.

· Students demonstrate historical, geographical, economic, political, and cultural literacy as required by the constituent courses of the core curriculum.

· Students demonstrate an ability to integrate multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary perspectives into analyses of historical and current international events.

Course requirements:  

Participation:   


140 points

Learning Objectives Essay:
50 points

Quizzes:


120 points

Midterm Exam:


150 points 

Final: 



150 points

Grades:  610 total points

A = 567-610, A- = 549-566, B+ = 530-548, B = 506-529, B- = 488-505, C+ = 469-487, C = 445-468, C- = 427-444, D+ = 408-426, D = 384-407, F = 0-383

Required books:

Reading Lolita in Tehran, Azar Nafisi

My Traitor’s Heart, Rian Malan

Rising Tide:  The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How it Changed America, John M. Barry

The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver

I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala, Rigaberta Menchu

In Search of Islamic Feminism: One Woman’s Global Journey, Elizabeth Fernea
Additional readings will be made available on Pacific Sakai. sakai.pacific.edu
(Some of these books are available as audiobooks.  Feel free to listen to them if you prefer.  Just make sure to get the unabridged versions.)

Attendance:  As with other 2-unit courses, you are expected to attend all of each and every class.  Arriving noticeably late or leaving early is likely to result in an equally noticeable decline in your participation grade.  Each actual absence will lower your final course grade by 20 points.  

Participation:  Is it expected that you will have read and thought about the assigned readings before coming to class.  In class, we will discuss the books—including questions of historical, political, economic, and cultural context and implications, as well as engage in other learning activities.  Your participation grade will be based on both the quantity (do you have something to say) and quality (is what you say thoughtful and relevant) of your contributions during class.

Quizzes:  Weekly quizzes ensure that you are completing the assigned reading completely and carefully.
Exams:  The midterm and final exams will be take-home essay exams.  They will be submitted through Pacific Sakai.

Course Website: The course website is hosted by Pacific Sakai.  Your exams will be submitted electronically here; the syllabus and additional required readings can be found here as well.  To submit exams on Pacific Sakai, click on “Assignments” under “Course Tools” in the toolbar on the left.  Click on “Midterm Exam” or “Final Exam” and follow the instructions to submit your exam as an attachment.  Submit your file as a .doc or .pdf file only.  My computer cannot read “.docx” files, and if such a file is submitted, it will be considered late.  In addition you should make sure you include your name and the name of the assignment in the text of your document.

Honor Code: You are expected to abide by the terms of the Pacific Honor Code as found in Tiger Lore.  Don’t cheat, don’t plagiarize, don’t harass people, and don’t enable others to do these things.  Don’t give out your completed essays for the take-home exams to “help a friend get their thoughts together.”  Don’t look at anyone else’s essay (either from past semesters or from the current semester) unless yours has been submitted.  These are not permitted and will be considered a violation of the honor code.  If you complete all the reading on time, attend all class sessions, participate in class discussions, and allow yourself sufficient time to write careful and thoughtful essays, the midterm and final exams should be straightforward exercises.  If you are not finding this to be the case, please come see me or shoot me an email at bathurst.pacific@gmail.com so we can work together to find an appropriate solution!  If you commit an honor code violation, I will fail you in the course and report you to Student Life for severe penalties.  

Disabilities:  Students with documented disabilities who may need modification or accommodation or who have any emergency medical information an instructor should know should make sure I receive such information as early as possible, no later than the second week of class.

Course Schedule:  

August 24 
Introduction to the Course.
August 31 
A Novel.
Read The Poisonwood Bible, pp. ix-258
Read “Confessions of a Former Cultural Relativist”

September 4 - last day to add classes

September 7
Labor Day Holiday – No class

September 14
Read:  The Poisonwood Bible, pp. 259-543



Learning Objectives Essay due online at 3:50 p.m.

September 21
A Memoir.
Read My Traitor’s Heart, pp. 5-183


September 28
Read My Traitor’s Heart, pp. 184-349

October 5
A Popular History.
Read:  Rising Tide, pp 13-201
October 12
Read Rising Tide, pp. 202-426

October 19
Another Memoir.
Read Reading Lolita in Tehran, pp. 3-175

October 26  
Read Reading Lolita in Tehran, pp. 176-343

November 2
Yet Another Memoir.
Read I, Rigoberta Menchu, pp. xi-130

Midterm exam due online by 6 p.m.
November 9
Read I, Rigoberta Menchu, pp. 131-247

November 16
Ethics I
Readings will be posted on my Sakai
November 23
Travel Writing


Read In Search of Islamic Feminism, pp. xi-61, 200-239, 344-363

November 30
Ethics II
Read In Search of Islamic Feminism, pp. 364-422


“Relativism Revisited” (posted on mySakai)
“What Model of Development” (posted on mySakai)
December 7
Finish Up

Monday, December 14:  Final take-home exam due at 6:00 pm.  (You’re welcome to turn it in early.)

