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Research Interests
Specialties: political economy, land, violence, rural development, state formation in Africa
Education
Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 1999-2008
Ph.D., Anthropology, 2008
Ph.D. Thesis: After Apartheid: Chiefly Authority and the Politics of Land, Community and Development
Dissertation Committee: Donald L. Donham, Peggy Barlett, Bruce Knauft, 


Hudita Mustafa, Clifton Crais, David Nugent
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, 1998-1999

M.A., Peace Studies, 1999
Principia College, Elsah, IL, 1993-1997

B.S., Highest Honors, Mathematics, Women’s Studies Minor, 1997
Major Research Grants
Fulbright-Hays, Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship, 2003

Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Individual Research Grant, 2003
Selected Fellowships, Scholarships and Grants
Office of University-Community Partnership Fellowship, 2007

Emory University, Fund for Internationalization Research Grants, 2001 and 2003

Fulbright-Hays, Group Project Abroad, Intermediate Intensive isiZulu, 2001

Andrew W. Mellon Sawyer Fellowship and Travel Grant, 2001 and 2002
Emory Anthropology Travel Grant and Language Funding, 2000 and 2002
Emory University Graduate Fellowship, 1999

Notre Dame Hesburgh Scholar, 1998

Principia College Trustee Scholar, 1993
Publication
‘The Politics of Land Reform: Tenure and Political Authority in Rural KwaZulu-Natal’, Journal of Agrarian Change, 7(1), January 2007.
Teaching Experience
University of the Pacific, School of International Studies


Cultural Anthropology


Contemporary World Issues


Pacific Seminar I

Emory University, Anthropology and African Studies Instructor

Cultures of Africa
Selected Paper Presentations
‘Aspiring to Participate: Youth and Rural Poverty in the New South Africa,’ presented at the North Eastern Workshop on Southern Africa, Burlington, VT, October 17, 2008

‘Valuing Histories: Land Reform and Political Authority in Neoliberal South Africa,’ presented on the panel Value and Historical Imagination: Making Markets and Publics in Contemporary Africa, American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., November 30, 2007  

‘Neoliberalism and the Post-Apartheid Politics of Redress: Social Welfare and Stratification in Rural Embo-Timuni,’ presented on the panel Reconsidering Stratification in Altered Economic States, African Studies Association Annual Meeting, New York, N.Y., October 20, 2007
‘Linking Forms of Violence: Faction-Fighting and Political Violence in Umbumbulu in the 1980s and 1990s,’ University of Cape Town-Emory Roundtable: Locations of Power, November 10, 2006
‘Disobedient Daughters: Debating Culture and Rights in Rural Umbumbulu, presented on the panel Re-imagining Love and Kinship Relationships: Continuity and Change in Zulu Household Formation, organized by Sarah M. Mathis, American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., December 02, 2005  
‘Land Tenure and Political Authority: Reevaluating Land in the Context of Economic Insecurity in Umbumbulu, South Africa,’ presented on the panel The Politics of Land: Flexibility and Change within African Systems of Land Tenure, Part I, organized and chaired by Sarah M. Mathis, African Studies Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., November 18, 2005 
‘From War Leaders to Freedom Fighters: Shifting Forms of Violence in Umbumbulu during the 1980s and 1990s,’ History and African Studies Seminar, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, May 18, 2005
‘Disobedient Daughters and the Discourse of Rights: Mother-Daughter Discord in Rural KZN,’ History and African Studies Seminar, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, November 9, 2004
Book Reviews
Review of Vishnu Padayachee ed., The Development Decade? Economic and Social Change in South Africa, 1994-2004 (Cape Town: HSRC Press, 2006) submitted December 2007 to H-SAfrica
Review of Hannah E. Britton, Women in the South African Parliament: From Resistance to Governance (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2005) November 2006.  In H-SAfrica, archived at http://www.h-net.org/reviews/
Review of Christopher Nicholson, Permanent Removal: Who Killed the Cradock Four? (Johannesburg: Wits University Press, 2004) June 2006. In H-SAfrica, archived at http://www.h-net.org/reviews/
Works in Progress
‘From War Leaders to Freedom Fighters: Shifting Forms of Violence in Umbumbulu during the 1980s and 1990s,’ draft in progress for submission to Cultural Anthropology
‘Disobedient Daughters: Debating Culture and Rights in Rural Umbumbulu,’ draft in progress for submission to the Journal of Southern African Studies
Selected Work and Volunteer Experience
Office of University-Community Partnership Graduate Fellow, Emory University, 2007 –  
International Rescue Committee, Atlanta, GA, 2007 – 
University of Notre Dame Research Assistant for Dr. Robert C. Johansen, Spring 1999
Carter Center Conflict Resolution Intern, Atlanta, GA, Summer 1999
Global Exchange Intern, San Francisco, CA, Summer 1997
American Friends Service Committee, Sonora, Mexico, Summer 1996
English Institute EFL Teacher, Montevideo, Uruguay, 1993

Community Development, YMCA, Barros Blancos, Uruguay, 1993
Group Home, Franciscanos Conventuales, Montevideo, Uruguay, 1993
Professional Membership
American Anthropological Association

African Studies Association
Languages
isiZulu and Spanish, intermediate level
