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Course Description:  This is a course on 20th century world history.  It is intended to give you a solid historical and geographical background for understanding important current events.  Three themes we shall return to often in the course are:  nationalism and identity; imperialism and political/economic development; and power, the individual, and society.  The course is interdisciplinary.  We believe that you will have a much better understanding of the complexity of the world if you are able to grasp how different people approach that world, whether they use the perspectives of anthropologists, economists, political scientists, ecologists, or historians.  

Learning objectives—by the end of the semester you will have:

1.  - evaluated the causes and consequences of major historical events in the 20th century. 

2.  - gained an understanding of the historical background of current international issues from a variety of disciplinary perspectives. 

3.  - developed the ability to read critically and evaluate sophisticated writing.    

4.  - improved your ability to discuss complex ideas and historical events in a thoughtful, analytical manner in small and large groups.    

5.  - improved your ability to write clear, precise, literate, and graceful English prose.   

6.  - demonstrated a working knowledge of world geography.  

Required texts:

Duiker, William & Jackson Spielvogel. The Essential World History, Second ed. 

Jackson, Robert.  Global Issues:  2005-2006.  

Hammond.  New Comparative World Atlas.

Hochschild, Adam.  King Leopold’s Ghost.  

Other readings will be available on e-reserve.  You can access an electronic copy to read on the screen or print for yourself by going to the library’s homepage, click on e-reserves, and follow the links: School of International Studies, Contemporary World Issues.  The password you need to access the readings is: intl77.

You are required either to subscribe to the New York Times paper edition (there is an excellent student discount available through the bookstore), or develop the habit of reading it daily online.  The School of International Studies subscribes, and you may read it in George Wilson Hall (but there is only one copy!).  At a minimum, you should follow the international news and the op-ed commentaries.  Feel free to look at other widely read newspapers as well (The Guardian, The Age, Le Monde, Intl. Herald Tribune, etc..), for comparison purposes, but make sure you spend time with the Times.

Course Grades:

*Midterm 1:







15%




*Midterm 2:







15%

*Final Exam:







20%

Discussion (including required written assignments):

20%

Duiker Reflection Papers and Timelines:



20%

Geography Quizzes:






10% 

*One of your examinations (just the essay portion) must be taken orally.  More information about this aspect of the course will be presented in class before the first exam.

Please note that copies of your assignments may be saved to help assess and improve the quality of this course in the future.

Geography Quizzes:  You will take seven simple geography quizzes on different regions of the world.  You cannot pass the course without passing each of the seven geography quizzes before the end of the semester. To pass a quiz, you must get at least seven out of ten correct.  In October and late in the semester, there will be specified dates to make up failed quizzes.  Try to avoid this unpleasantness—study your maps early and study them well.  Your recorded score for each world region will be the average of your quiz scores for that particular region (If you get a 0, then a 10 for a particular region, you have officially passed the quiz, but you will receive a 5 as a final grade for that world region). 

Duiker Timelines and Reflection Papers: On almost all Mondays you have a two-part assignment.  First, you are to select the 15-20 most important events, persons, ideas, etc., that are covered in that weeks’ chapter of Duiker. For each item, you must write one line further identifying the item, or telling its relationship to another important event, or something else which should be remembered about the item.  This list should not duplicate the terms list we provide you each week, nor should it duplicate the timeline at the end of each Duiker chapter.  Second, submit a two-three page, double-spaced essay answer to one of the three or four reflection questions for that chapter. In the Appendix to this syllabus, you will find the reflection questions for each chapter and King Leopold’s Ghost.  You are to submit at least eight out of thirteen possible papers.  You are to submit at least three of your paper assignments before midterm one, three more between midterm one and midterm two, and two more between midterm two and Thanksgiving for a total of eight papers.  If you miss the opportunity to turn in two papers before midterm one, three papers before midterm two and three papers before Thanksgiving then you will get a zero for any missed assignment.  So while you have thirteen weeks from which to select eight assignments please plan very carefully.

Exams:  The reflection questions for your Duiker reading will serve as a useful study guide for the essay portion of exams.  We will also hand out other exam review questions about a week before each exam.  Exam questions will draw on Duiker and the other readings in the course, as well as lecture material.  Essay questions on the exams will require you to integrate information that you have studied in different readings, through lecture, and in discussion.  You will also have been given lists of terms (available on the Contemp Blackboard site) to study for identification and significance questions on the exams.   

Discussion:  You are required to attend your assigned discussion class each week.  Your discussion professor will inform you of the specific writing assignment you will be required to complete for each week’s discussion group.  These writing assignments are meant to increase your ability to read and think critically, write well, and facilitate your ability to contribute intelligently to discussions of important ideas and events.  

Attendance Policy:  You are expected to attend all lectures, although attendance may not always be taken.  Attendance and active participation is mandatory at all Friday discussion groups. Absences from discussion will be excused only under extreme circumstances and at the professor’s discretion. 

Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the start of class on the date noted.  Late assignments will not typically be accepted for credit.  Printer problems are considered poor excuses—please do not start printing five minutes before class and then beg for dispensation because the printer didn’t work.  Think ahead. 

Honor Code:  The UOP policy on academic honesty is detailed on pp 43-45 of Tiger Lore.  Here is a summary:  


To be academically honest, students are expected to:



act honestly in all matters;



actively encourage academic integrity;



discourage any form of cheating or dishonesty by others;

inform the instructor of a reasonable belief (with evidence) that cheating, 

plagiarism, or other academically dishonest conduct has occurred.

Cheating and plagiarism are, of course, academically dishonest.  In this course, handing in the same Timelines, Reflection papers, or Discussion papers as another student will be considered plagiarism and will be treated as such.  We do encourage you to discuss your ideas on assignments with other students, but DO NOT hand in the same work.  You must complete all written work by yourself.  Other forms of academic dishonesty are explained on pp. 30-40 in Tiger Lore.  If you have any doubts about what is intellectually and academically honest conduct, check out Tiger Lore, speak to one of your professors privately, and then bring up the question in discussion class for everyone to think about.  

If a student violates the Honor Code, in the judgment of the instructor, a grade of zero may be given for the assignment and/or the matter may be referred to the Director of Judicial Affairs in the Office of Student Life.  If found guilty by a hearing or the Judicial Review Board, the student may be penalized by failure of the assignment or failure of the course and may also be reprimanded or suspended from the University.  See pp. 71-78 of Tiger Lore for details of judicial proceedings.

Learning or Physical Disabilities:  If you need accommodations because of a certified learning or physical disability, you must contact the learning Disabilities Support Office or the Disabled Student Services Office in Bannister Hall each semester to inform them of your schedule and need for accommodation.  Be aware that professors are kept on a “need to know” basis—your privacy is maintained, and we are only told what we need to know to accommodate your learning needs.  

Course schedule:  Please prepare readings for the day on which they are listed.  The reading may be heavier than you are accustomed to, but it is doable if you develop good study habits and good reading strategies.  Your first step should be to review the whole schedule now and consider how you might develop a consistent work schedule that will facilitate your study.

We reserve the right to make changes in assignments, examination policies, and anything else dealing with this course.

OR=On Reserve; D=Duiker; GI=Global Issues


Monday


Wednesday


Friday

	Aug 22:  

No classes before 3:00
	A24:  

Introduction to course

Arrange discussion groups

Handout Friday reading, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories”
	A26:  

Meet in discussion groups

Read: (GI) #3, #16 and “International Relations: One World, Many Theories”

Be prepared to discuss in detail

	A 29: 

Lecture: Nationalism

Read:  (D) Ch. 18 (pp.392-408 and 410) and Ch. 19 (pp.424-432) AND (OR) “Nationalism and Masculinity,” and “Man Without A Country,” and “Religious Nationalism and Human Rights”

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	A 31:

Lecture: Malthus

Read: (OR) “20:21 Vision,” and Pop. Ref. Bureau’s Highlights of their Latest Pop. Figures and (GI) #10

Map Quiz:  NAFTA 
	Sept. 2:

Read:  (GI) #1, #5, #12, #13

Turn in:  Discussion section writing paper, as per your instructor’s directions

	S5: 

Labor Day Holiday

No Classes
	S7:

Lecture: Imperialism 

Read: (D) Ch. 20

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	S 9:  

Read: (OR) “The Genesis of the Revolution of 1911” and (GI) #24, #30 

 

	S12: 

Lecture: China and Japan

Read: (D): Ch 21

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	S14:

Lecture: WWI

Map Quiz: East and Southeast Asia
	S16: 

Read: (OR) “The Nature of Poverty” and “The Evolution of Poverty”, Hanley, “Everyday Things in Premodern Japan”  

	S19:

Lecture: Poverty 

Read: Ch. 22
Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	S21: 

Lecture: The Great Depression

Map quiz: Europe
	S23: 

Read: (OR) Preston, “Spanish Civil War” and Anderson, “Why did the Spanish Civil War Start in July 1936?”



	S26:

Lecture: Spanish Civil War

Read: (D) Ch. 23

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	S28: 

Ducks or exam review


	S30: 

Midterm One

	Oct 3:

Lecture: WWII

Read: Ch. 24

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	O5:

Lecture: The Bretton Woods System

Read: (OR) “Lieber’s Lament”

First makeup map quizzes at 5:00
	O7:  

Fall Student Holiday 

no classes

	O10: 

Lecture: Science and Technology

Read: King Leopold’s Ghost

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	O12:

Lecture: Genocide

Map Quiz:  sub-Saharan Africa
	O14: 

Read: (OR) “Is Science A Faith?” and Martin, “Who Cares About Africa?” and 



	O17: 

Lecture: Cold War

Read: (D) Ch. 25

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	O19:

Lecture: Latin America I 

Read: (OR) Maybury-Lewis, “Becoming Indian” 

Map quiz: Central and South America
	O21: 

Read: (GI) #2, #20 and (OR) “Soft Power”

	O24: 

Lecture: International Organization

Read: (D) Ch. 26

Turn in:  Duiker Reflection Paper
	O26: 

Lecture: Gender

Read: (OR) L. Nader, “Orientalism, Occidentalism, and the Control of Women”

Map Quiz: South Asia
	O28: 

Read: (GI) #32, #43, (OR) McNeill Chp. 11 “Something New Under the Sun” and “Prologue Part 1, 2, 3”



	O 31:

Lecture: Environment 

Read: (D) Ch. 27 

Turn in Duiker Reflection Paper.


	Nov. 2:

Ducks or Exam Review
	N4: 

Midterm Two


	N7:

Lecture: Economic Development 

Read: (D) Ch. 28 pp. 610-619

Turn in Duiker Reflection Paper for first half of Ch 28
	N9:

Lecture: Political Development

Read: (OR) Rahnema, “Under the Banner of Development”


	N11: 

Read: (GI) #38, #39, (OR) Skidmore, “Why Latin America?”



	N14:

Lecture: Latin America II

Read: Ch. 28, pp. 619-30

Turn in: Duiker Reflection Paper for second half of Ch 28
	N16: 

Lecture: Middle East I

Read: (OR) “Origins of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” 

Map Quiz: MENA
	N18: 

Read:  (GI) #4, #21, #22, 

	N21:

Lecture: Middle East II 

Reads (D) Ch. 29

Turn in Duiker Reflection Paper 


	N23:  

Thanksgiving Break

No classes
	N25:  

Thanksgiving Break

No classes

	N28:

Lecture: Asian Tigers

Read: (GI) #6, #35, #36, (OR) “ Cunningham, “Introduction” 
	N30:

Lecture: Global Health and Population  


	Dec. 2: 

Read: (OR) Power, “Drug-Resistant Malaria,” Waller, “Elders and Experts” 



	D5:

Lecture: Corporate Rule? 


	D7:  

Lecture: Ducks or exam review

Any make up maps
	D9:  

Any make up maps


Your Final Exam will be held on Monday, December 12 from 12pm-3pm.  Please arrange your travel schedule accordingly; you will NOT be able to take the exam early.

Appendix

Duiker Reflection Questions

For any given Monday you may submit a Duiker Reflection Paper, you should choose one of the questions below and write a 2-3 page essay response.  Your answer should address the question asked by making an argument in response.  It should be well organized and clearly written.  Provide justification and evidence for your arguments.  Make sure you cite all information, paraphrases, and direct quotes you take from the Duiker text and/or other sources.  While these questions are unlikely to be found in identical form on the exams we will draw from them and require you to integrate information from Duiker, lecture, and other readings to analyze historical events.  Thus, they should also serve as a valuable study guide.

Chapter 18 (pp.392-408 and 410) and Chapter 19 (pp.424-432):

1.  Explain the roles played by liberalism and nationalism in the demise of the Concert of Europe.

2.  What were the key technological changes that contributed to the Industrial Revolution of 1780 – 1870?  What effects (both positive and negative) did the use of changing technologies have on people’s lives?  Decide if you believe their impact was more positive or more negative, and justify your position.  

3.  What is a nation-state?  Explain the evolution of the concept of the nation-state in 18-19th century Europe.

4.  Assume you are a bright student entering college in the year 1905.  Write a letter before your graduation in 1909 to your tradition-bound parents.  Explain how and why the modern ideas, discoveries, and creativity of intellectuals such as Darwin, Ibsen, Pissaro, von Suttner, van Gogh, Freud, Einstein, Picasso, Kandinsky and others undermined for you the simplicity and certainty of your parents’ worldview.

Chapter 20:

1.  Discuss the two different methods of colonial rule described in Duiker.  Make an argument about which method proved more successful (hint: define ‘successful’!).

2.  Weigh the pros and cons of colonialism from the point of view of the colonized people, then decide which is a stronger argument and why.

3.  Pretend you are a journalist.  Write an op-ed for the New York Times (of 2005) in which you compare and contrast the moral ideas used to justify colonialism in the 1800s (as outlined in this chapter of Duiker) with those used to justify current US intervention in Iraq.  Make sure to take a position as to the morality of past and present actions.

4.  How does the modern nationalism of chapter 20 differ from the form of nationalism described in chapters 18 and 19?
Chapter 21:  

1.  Evaluate the relative influence of internal and external pressures on the eventual adoption of the Meiji constitution in Japan.  Explain why you think the Japanese power structure would or would not have transformed itself had the United States not been so aggressive.

2. Describe the internal and external conditions that contributed to the collapse of the Qing dynasty.  Would this collapse have occurred without Western intervention?  Justify your position.

3.  Why was Japan much more successful than China in transitioning from a traditional to a modern society?

4.  Japan had much greater success than China in controlling the impact of external forces on its society.  How did this capacity in turn appear to influence the relations of each country with its neighbors?

Chapter 22:

1.  True or false:  “World War I can be blamed on nationalism in Europe.”   Justify your argument.

2.  What is meant by “total war”?  How was it different from previous European warfare?

4. Germany regarded itself as the biggest loser of WWI.  Do you agree?  Show why or why not Germany was the biggest loser.
3.  From reading Duiker, what link(s) do you see between the Versailles peace settlement, American loans to Germany in the 1920s, and the start of the Great Depression at the end of the 1920s?  Is it fair to say that the cause of the Great Depression was WWI, or is that a misleading overstatement of history?  

Chapter 23:

1.  Why did some nationalist movements outside of Western Europe lead to communism while others resulted in dictatorship?  What are the similarities between these two outcomes?

2.  According to Duiker, what were the characteristics of the people serving as the primary source of anticolonialist sentiment?  Why were their relationships to colonizers particularly complex?  Now compare and contrast the Indian anticolonialist leaders Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru as examples of two possible responses to this complexity.

3.  Describe the tension between modernizing and traditional forces in India, Turkey, and Iran during the interwar years.  What did these three countries have in common?  Where did they differ?  

4.  Draw a world map to scale.  Referring your reader to this map, write an essay arguing for or against the proposition that the distance from the colonial master (Europeans, U.S., Japan) to the colonized area (in Africa, Middle East, South and Southeast Asia, and elsewhere) determined the relative strength and early success of nationalist movements in those colonies during the interwar period. 

Chapter 24:

1.  Compare and contrast (1) the reasons motivating Japan and Nazi Germany to invade the territory of their neighbors in the period leading up to WWII, and (2) the basis and expressions of nationalism in each of the two countries during this time.
2.  Many historians assert that WWII was just a continuation of an interrupted WWI.  Briefly, give the justification for that assertion from the European perspective.  Then explain in greater detail why such an assertion would, or would not be, justifiable from the East Asian perspective. 

3.  What are the causes of World War II?  From the viewpoint of the Germans, do German internal (domestic politics) or external (international politics) factors provide a better explanation?  From the viewpoint of the Japanese, do Japanese internal (domestic politics) or external (international politics) factors provide a better explanation?

King Leopold’s Ghost:

1. What were the conditions that made it possible for the atrocities committed in King Leopold’s Africa to remain hidden from public knowledge for so long?  Could such a thing happen again, today?  Justify your position.

2. Explain how King Leopold’s Ghost shows the need to consider economics, politics, and culture all together in trying to understand the story of colonialism in Africa a century ago.   Use several examples to illustrate your assertions.

3. How does King Leopold’s Ghost illustrate one or more of the course themes?  In other words, based on what you’ve read which course theme do you believe is best exemplified by this book?  Is it nationalism and identity, imperialism and political/economic development, and/or power, the individual, and society?  Use logic and evidence to support your argument.

Chapter 25:

1.  Why, given the number of wars, battles, and invasions, was the cold war considered ‘cold’?  Is this name justified?

2.  How did the United States and the Soviet Union avoid a nuclear confrontation during the Cold War?  Provide at least two arguments, with supporting evidence from the reading.

3.  The Cold War in Asia saw two or three serious armed conflicts: the Korean War and the two Vietnam wars.  Explain what was similar about the causes among those three wars.  Also, explain what was different about the causes among the three wars.  

4. The great powers created a global system at the end of the Second World War to prevent a third global conflict.  Give three examples which show that it was traditional alliances, not the new global system, that was more important for restraining conflict during the Cold War.
Chapter 26:  

1.  Provide two arguments for why the Soviet Union collapsed.  Which of the two arguments do you believe is stronger and why?

2.  What lessons could you use from the USSR and China to establish a successful socialist state?  Be specific about what lesson you would use from each country.

3.  Briefly explain the major developments in China since Mao’s death in 1976.  Speculate on why things have been so different from 1976-2005, compared to 1949-76.  

4.  Compare and contrast the importance of inside versus outside forces of change in the Soviet Union and China.  Was China more successful in controlling change by limiting outside influences more successfully?
Chapter 27:  

1.  What do you think was the most significant event or development in the West in the 1945-2000 period?  Justify your answer.

2.  Compare the struggles and achievements of western and eastern European states in the post-war (WWII) era.

3.  What political and economic challenges have Latin American countries faced since 1945?  How do the different political and economic paths followed by Cuba, Argentina, and Mexico reflect reactions to these challenges?  

4.  To what extent is it accurate to say that the West has become more integrated since WWII?  What new developments have emerged as a challenge to continuing cooperation between the nations of Europe and the Western Hemisphere?

Chapter 28, first half:

1.  Which contributed more to the weakness of so many post-colonial African states: colonialism and other outside forces OR internal factors?  Justify your answer.

2.  Draw a large map of the whole African continent with clear current country boundaries.  Put in the year of independence in each country, and a code to indicate from which other country independence was obtained.  (Eg, Br = Britain; Fr = France,...) Then lightly shade those countries which used significant violence in obtaining their independence.  

3.  Is pan-Africanism conducive to modernization (economic and political development)?  Why or why not?

4.  If Nationalism was the major driving force of political change behind the independence of most African states, describe three forces of change since independence and the nature of their political impact.
Chapter 28, second half:

1.  From the perspective of a Palestinian Arab, explain the Arab-Israeli dispute to a U.S. citizen.  Then, explain that same dispute from the perspective of an Israeli Jew.

2.  Other than the Arab-Israeli conflict and US-led invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan, what is the most pressing concern in the contemporary Middle East?  Justify your answer

3.  Who should shoulder more of the blame for the instability in the Middle East, western states or one or more of the peoples of the Middle East?  Why?

4.  India has been the world's most populous democracy since the 1940s.  What factors have impeded its impact as a model for other countries of the region, and what has changed there over the last two decades to unlock greater political and economic dynamism there?
Chapter 29:

1.  Although some East Asian countries (the “Tigers” for example) have had economic success, many have yet to achieve stable democratic institutions.   Why?

2.  During the Cold War years of 1945-90, the Japanese economy grew from destitution to great prosperity.  Since the early 1990s, the Japanese economy has suffered a prolonged period of economic stagnation, and its government and political system have been unable to get the economy growing again.  Argue for or against the proposition that Japan’s economic success was due mainly to the Cold War.  Cite lots of evidence from the chapter.  

3.  Give an answer to the question posed in the last paragraph of this chapter:  Can Gandhi’s message about materialism be ignored? 
