ANTH 53

Cultural Anthropology

Professor Laura Bathurst

Fall 2005

Classes:  Mon, Wed, Fri: 12:30 - 1:50 p.m.  George Wilson Hall.

Office hours:  Mon, Wed: 3:30 - 5 p.m., Thurs.: 1:30 – 2:30 p.m., & by appt.  George Wilson Hall (1st floor).

E-mail:  lbathurst@pacific.edu; Telephone:  (209) 946-3181

This course introduces students to the field of sociocultural anthropology.  Sociocultural anthropology is a holistic, comparative, integrative approach to the study of humankind, more specifically to the diverse ways of life of people around the globe.  Classes will vary from day to day, and will include lectures, discussion, group work, and film to facilitate your learning.  By the end of the course, you should be able to demonstrate a general knowledge of the language, methods, history, and topics of inquiry of sociocultural anthropology, as well as to link this knowledge to possible real work applications.

Course Requirements:

Attendance is strongly advised!  You are allowed two unexcused absences in the semester.  After that I will automatically begin dropping final grades.  This class will be run as a seminar with your active participation necessary for a decent grade.  You can’t participate if you aren’t here!  If you absolutely cannot speak in class for cultural or other reasons, you may use email as your primary way of communicating your comments, questions, and other forms of participation.  I would expect at least 1 email per week if you choose this way of participating
Assignments and grades -

Exams:





Midterm I
100 points


Midterm II
100 points


Final exam
150 points

Written:

Five auto-ethnographies
100 points (25 points each) - lowest score dropped
Ethnographic project
200 points (150 paper, 50 field notes)

Presentations:

Presentation on article
25 points

Ethnographic project presentation
25 points

Participation and Attendance:
100 points

Remember, participation in class discussion is required.  This includes arriving to class having completed (and thought about) the assigned readings.  If you have not, do not disturb everyone else.


Final Grading Scale (Total Points 800):  A 720-800, B 640-719, C 560-639, D 480-559, F 0-479


Grade
Requirements

A
Excellent


Solid grasp of the materials.  Demonstrates critical, independent thought.  Able to eloquently interpret and critique materials from texts.


B
Good


Solid grasp of materials. Preliminary analysis and interpretations.


C
Competent



Shows basic and reasonable grasp of materials.  (Basically, this means doing everything that is required of you in this class.)


D
Office visit required.  (Must be scheduled within 1 week.)


F
Office visit required.  (Must be scheduled within 1 week.)

The University Honor Code is an essential element in academic integrity.  It is a violation of the honor code to give or receive information from another student during an in-class exam, to use unauthorized sources during an exam, or to submit all or part of someone else’s work or ideas as one’s own.  If the student violates the Honor Code, the faculty member may report the matter to the Office of Student Life.  If found guilty the student may be penalized with failure of the assignment or failure of the course.  The student may also be reprimanded or suspended from the University.  A complete statement of the Honor Code may be found in the Student Handbook, Tiger Lore.
Required Readings:

Podolsefsky, Aaron and Peter J. Brown


2002
Applying Cultural Anthropology:  An Introductory Reader, 6th edition.  Boston:  McGraw-Hill.

Allison, Anne


1994
Nightwork:  Sexuality, Pleasure, and Corporate Masculinity in a Tokyo Hostess Club.  Chicago:  



University of Chicago Press

Baumgartner, M. P.


1988
Moral Order of a Suburb.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press.

Conklin, Beth


2001
Consuming Grief:  Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society.  Austin:  University of 



Texas Press.

Additional readings will be available on e-reserve.  You can access an electronic copy to read to read on the screen or print for yourself by going to the library’s homepage, click on e-reserves, and follow the links:  School of International Studies, Cultural Anthropology.  The password you need to access the readings is:  anth53.

Topics Covered:

history, methods, and main concerns of sociocultural anthropology

gender

class

race

communication modes

social and cultural control

illness

science, magic, religion and ritual

ideology

kinship and marriage

subsistence modes

exchange systems

political structures

social and cultural change

the use of anthropological knowledge and research

Class Schedule:  

Readings assigned on a weekly basis.

24-26 Aug.  READ: Applying vii, 1-4, A6; Nightwork pp. 1-30
29 Aug.-2 Sept.  READ: A1, A2, A11, Nightwork Part I

5 Sept.  NO CLASS

7-9 Sept.  READ: Applying A7, A9; Nightwork Part II

I will assign the Auto-ethnographies

12-16 Sept.  READ: Applying A16, A18, A19; Nightwork Part III

Auto-ethnography: Household talk, due Wednesday, Sept. 14 

19-23 Sept.  READ: Applying A28; Rynkiewich (E-Reserves)

Auto-ethnography: Gender roles, due Wednesday, Sept. 21 

26-30 Sept.  READ: Applying A29, A30; Scott (E-Reserves)

First midterm on Wednesday, Sept. 28 – Bring large bluebook and pens

3-5 Oct.  READ: Applying A12, A13, A20, A21, A25; Leal Ferreria (E-Reserves)
Auto-ethnography: Marriage expectations, due Wednesday, Oct. 5 

7 Oct.  NO CLASS

10-14 Oct.  READ: Applying A33, A34; Moral Order (entire book)
Auto-ethnography: Reciprocity, due Wednesday, Oct. 12

I will assign the ethnography project/paper

17-21 Oct.  READ: Applying A35, A36; Gmelch (E-Reserves)
Auto-ethnography: Social and cultural control, due Wednesday, Oct. 19 
24-28 Oct.  READ: Harris (E-Reserves), Harner (E-Reserves)
Second Midterm on Friday, Oct. 28 – Bring large bluebook and pens

31 Oct.-4 Nov.  READ: Applying A4, A22, A39, A40, A41; Consuming Grief Introduction, Part 1
7-11 Nov.  READ: Applying A15; Conklin (E-Reserves); Consuming Grief Part II 

14-18 Nov.  READ: Applying A37, A38; Consuming Grief Part III

21 Nov.  READ: Consuming Grief Part IV
23-25 Nov.  NO CLASS

28 Nov.-2 Dec.  Ethnographic work days

5-9 Dec.  Ethnographic presentations and Course wrap-up

Mini-Ethnography due on Dec. 9

Final Exam on Wednesday, Dec. 14 – Bring large bluebook and pens
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