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DESCRIPTION

This course employs the approaches and theory of Latin American area studies, international relations and comparative foreign policy to examine the preponderant role of the United States and the struggle of other countries to achieve their national interests in the Western Hemisphere. Special emphasis focuses on contemporary issues for the inter-American system.  Each student will analyze a policy case, delineate the structure of an issue, and propose an approach to solution of a problem, while simultaneously developing a broad understanding of the overall framework of policy discourse between the U.S. and Latin America.  The objective is to develop skills and knowledge relevant to real world encounters in the professions, business and diplomatic discourse with Latin America. 

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

In addition to the assigned reading, each student will be expected to

· Contribute to class discussion (15% of grade) by drawing on readings and following current events and policy debates in the region through at least one major periodical throughout the term, consulting other resources mentioned in class and making reference to the formal issue brief mentioned below;

· Submit (1) an 8-10 page assessment of a policy case (20%), (2) a 4-6 page written brief (10%) on a selected policy issue at the first session that issue is discussed, and (3) a 5-7 page policy proposal (15%) -- detailed instructions will be provided in class for each of these assignments;

· Present a mid-term (20%) and final exam (20%) which demonstrate command, respectively, of the cultural and historical context of Latin American relations with the U.S. and of the contemporary policy framework of major policy issues.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Wiarda, Howard, The Soul of Latin America (Yale University Press, 2001)

Smith, Peter H., Talons of the Eagle: Dynamics of U.S. Latin America Relations (Oxford University Press, 2000)

Martz, John D., ed., United States Policy In Latin America:  A Decade of Crisis and Challenge (University of Nebraska Press, 1995)

Government Accounting Office, Foreign Assistance:  U.S. Democracy Programs in Six Latin American Countries (U.S. Government Printing Office, 2003)

NACLA Report on the Americas, Beyond the Washington Consensus, Vol XXXVII, no. 3 (November/December 2003

Roett, Riordan and Paz, Guadalupe, eds., Latin America in a Changing Global Environment (Lynne Rienner, 2003)

Tulchin, Joseph S. and Espach, Ralph H., eds., Latin America in the New International System (Lynne Rienner, 2001)

RECOMMENDED READINGS AND BACKGROUND

This course will be built on the development of a basic understanding of Latin American culture, history and politics.  However, it will be essential to keep in mind the fact that the differences between Latin American countries are often greater than the apparent similarities.  In order to develop analytical perspective, it is recommended that students focus most of their attention on two or three countries in their specific projects and by exploring those countries beyond the scope of the assignments. Some suggestions for these explorations will be provided in the introductory class and at other times during the course. It is also important for you to keep abreast of contemporary discussions of Latin American issues by perusing relevant material in The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times or The Economist or keeping abreast of the policy discourse carried on by such organizations and think tanks as the Inter-American Dialogue, the North American Committee on Latin America, the Council on Hemispheric Affairs and others.  You should also become familiar with the specialized Latin American journals, including:  Latin American Research Review(LARR), Latin American Politics and Society, and Journal of Latin American Studies (London).  The February issue of Current History is also usually devoted to contemporary Latin America and other sources and websites will be mentioned throughout the course.

Additional required and recommended readings, especially related to issue discussions, will also be provided on specific issues. Reference will also be provided in class with respect to the way in which readings should be used.  When a particularly long list of readings is provided, some guidance will be forthcoming (and don't hesitate in asking for more) on how the materials are to be used.

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS

January 17 - Introduction to the Policy Approach, Course Objectives and Procedure

Required

· Peter Hakim, "Is Washington Losing Latin America," Foreign Affairs, vol. 85, no. 1 (January-February 2006), pp. 39-53.
Recommended

· Dominguez, Jorge I., "The Future of Inter-American Relations: States, Challenges and Likely Responses, " in Dominguez, ed., The Future of Inter-American Relations (Routledge, 2000)
January 19 – The Cultural, Political and Historic Context 1
Required

· Wiarda, Soul, chapters 2-4, pp19-111

Recommended

· Harrison, Lawrence E. and Huntington, Samuel P., eds., Culture Matters: How Values Shape Human Progress (Basic Books, 2000), Introduction by Harrison and "Culture and Democracy" by Ronald Inglehart
January 24 -- The Cultural, Political and Historic Context 2

Required
· Wiarda, Soul, chapters 5-7, pp112-211

January 26 -- The Cultural, Political and Historic Context 3

Required
· Wiarda, Soul, chapters 8-10, pp 212-308

January 31 – Enter the Colossus 1
Required
· Smith, Talons, chapters 1-4, pp. 11-116

February 2 -- Enter the Colossus 2

Required
· Smith, Talons, chapters 5-9, pp. 117-238

February 7 – A Policy Approach to Inter-American Relations
Required
· Smith, Talons, chapter 9, pp. 238-248

Recommended

· Kryzanek, Michael J., "The Grenada Invasion: Approaches to Understanding", in Martz
· Peeler, John, "Costa Rica: Neither Client nor Defiant," in Mora, Frank O. and Hey, Jeanne A.K, eds., Latin American and Caribbean Foreign Policy (Rowman and Littlefield, 2003)
· Dominguez, Jorge I., "The Future of Inter-American Relations: States, Challenges and Likely Responses, " in Dominguez, ed., The Future of Inter-American Relations (Routledge, 2000)
February 9 – Policy Cases and Layers of Analysis
Required

· Kryzanek, Michael J., "The Grenada Invasion: Approaches to Understanding", in Martz
· Keohane, Robert O., "Between Vision and Reality:  Variables in Latin American Foreign Policy," in Tulchin and Espach

· Gonzalez, Guadalupe, "Foreign Policy Strategies in a Globalized World: The Case of Mexico" in Tulchin and Espach

· Wise, Carol, "Introduction: Latin American Politics in the Era of Market Reform," in Wise, Carol and Roett, Riordan, eds., Post Stabilization Politics in Latin America (Brookings Institution, 2003)

Recommended

· Turner, Frederick C., "Reassessing Political Culture," in Smith, Peter H., ed., Latin America in Comparative Perspective (Westview, 1995)
· Ropp, Steven C., "The Bush Administration and the Invasion of Panama," in Martz
· Peeler, John, "Costa Rica: Neither Client nor Defiant," in Mora, Frank O. and Hey, Jeanne A.K, eds., Latin American and Caribbean Foreign Policy (Rowman and Littlefield, 2003)
· Meyers, Deborah Waller, "Does Smarter Lead to Safer? An Assessment of the U.S. Border Accords with Canada and Mexico" International Migration, 41/4 (December 2003)
February 14 – Actors and Institutions
Required

· Brysk, Alison, "Human Rights and the Role of International Actors," in Roett and Paz
· Grabendorff, Wolf, "Latin America and the European Union: A Strategic Partnership?" in Roett and Paz
· Alonso i Terme, Rosa, "The Role of International Financial Institutions" in Roett and Paz
· Pastor, Robert A., Exiting the Whirlpool: U.S. Foreign Policy Toward Latin America and the Caribbean (Westview, 2001), chapter 1: The Lessons of Omar Torrijos," pp. 1-16
Recommended

·  Ames, Barry, "Approaches to the Study of Institutions," Latin American Research Review 34/1, pp. 221-36
· Ellner, Steve, "The Contrasting Variants of Populism of Hugo Chavez and Alberto Fujimori," Journal of Latin American Studies 35/1, pp. 117-37.Turner, Frederick C., "Reassessing Political Culture," in Smith, Peter H., ed., Latin America in Comparative Perspective (Westview, 1995)
· Hammergrin, Linn, "The Development Wars: Analyzing Foreign Assistance Impact and Policy," LARR, 34/2, pp. 179-97.
February 16  Mid-term Exam

February 21-23:  Issue 1 - Building Democracies

Required

· Martz, John D., "The Championing of Democracy Abroad:  Lessons from Latin America," in Martz
· Wiarda, Soul, chapter 11, pp. 309-343
· Government Accounting Office, Foreign Assistance:  U.S. Democracy Programs in Six Latin American Countries (U.S. Government Printing Office, 2003)

· Remmer, Karen L., "Elections and Economics in Contemporary Latin America," in Wise and Roett
· Graham, Carol and Pettinato, Stefano, "Hardship and Happiness: Social Mobility and Public Perceptions during Market Reforms" in Wise and Roett
Recommended

· Hammergren, Linn, "Law and Injustice in Latin America," Journal of Democracy (July 2000)
· Weyland, Kurt, "The Politics of Corruption in Latin America,"  Journal of Democracy (April 1998)
· Carothers, Thomas, In the Name of Democracy: U.S. Policy Toward Latin America in the Reagan Years (University of California Press, 1993)
· Blasier, Cole, The Hovering Giant: U.S. Responses to Revolutionary Change in Latin America, excerpted in LaRosa, Michael and Mora, Frank O., eds., Neighborly Adversaries:  U.S.-Latin American Relations (Rowman and Littlefield, 1999), pp. 129-44.
February 28-March 3:  Issue 2 – Economic Growth and Investment

Required

· Roett, Riordan, "The Debt Crisis and Economic Development," in Martz
· NACLA Report Beyond the Washington Consensus:  Fred Rosen, "Changing the Terms of the Debate: A Report from Antigua;" Keith Nurse, "Development: Unthinking the Past;" and Cecilia Lopez Montano, "People First: Standing Up to the Washington Consensus."
· Korzeniewicz, Roberto Patricio, and Smith, William E., "Poverty, Inequality and Growth in Latin America:  Searching for the High Road to Globalization," LARR, 35/3, pp. 7-54
· Smith, Talons, chapter 10, pp. 249-283
· Selected country studies depending on interests (Argentina, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, Peru and Venezuela) from Wise and Roett
Recommended

· Birdsall, Nancy, Graham, Carol, and Sabot, Richard H., eds, Beyond Trade Offs: Market Reform and Equitable Growth in Latin America (Brookings, 1998)

· Hunter, Wendy, "International Financial Institutions: Changing Perspectives and Policy Prescriptions," in Dominguez

· Scheman, Greater America, selections

· Baeza, Mario, and Weintraub, Sidney, "Economic and Political Constants/-

Changes in Latin America, in Fishlow and Jones

March 9 and March 21:  Issue 3 – Drugs and Thugs

Required

· Walker, William O., "Drug Control and U.S. Hegemony," in Martz
· Smith, Talons, chapter 11, pp. 284-300
· Bagley, Bruce M. and Tokatlian, Juan G., "Dope and Dogma:  Explaining the Failures of U.S.-Latin American Drug Policies," in Hartlyn, Jonathan, Schoultz, Lars and Varas, Augusto, eds., The United States and Latin America in the 1990s: Beyond the Cold War (University of North Carolina Press, 1992)
· Zachrison, James L., "From Clothes to Cocaine: Five Hundred Years of Smuggling in Mexico," Low Intensity Conflict and Law Enforcement (London), 10/2 (Summer 2001), pp. 103-34.
Recommended

· Crandall, Russell, Driven By Drugs: U.S. Policy Toward Columbia (Lynne Rienner, 2002)

· Griffith, Irelaw, "Transnational Crime in the Americas: A Reality Check," in Dominguez

· Serrano, Monica, "Transnational Crime in the Western Hemisphere," also in Dominguez

Spring Break --  March 13-17 
March 23-28:  Issue 4 – Trade Policy and Economic Integration

Required
· Hakim, Peter, "NAFTA...And After: A New Era for the U.S. and Latin America," Current History (March 1994)

· Council on Foreign Relations, "Building Support for More Open Trade: Report of an Independent Task Force," (December 2001)

· Audley, John, Polanski, Sandra, Papademetriou, Demetrios G., and Vaughan, Scott, NAFTA's Promise and Reality: Lessons from Mexico for the Hemisphere (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2003)

· Wise, Carol, "Free Trade in the Americas: Collective Action or Collective Apathy," in Roett and Paz

Recommended
· Carranza, Mario E., "Can Mercosur? Domestic and International Constraints on Mercosur," Latin American Politics and Society 45/2 (Summer 2003)

March 30-April 4:  Issue 5 – Energy and Entitlements

Required

· Karl, Terry Lynn, The Paradox of Plenty: Oil Booms and Petro-States (University of California Press, 1997) , selections to be determined
Recommended
· Bigler, Gene E. and Tugwell, Franklin G., "Banking on Oil in Venezuela" in Maguire, Andrew and Brown, Janet Welsh, eds., Bordering on Trouble: Resources and Politics in Latin America (Resources for the Future, Adler & Adler, 1986)
April 6-11:  Issue 6 – Migration

Required

· Mitchell, Christopher, "Policy Toward Western Hemisphere Immigration and Human Rights," in Martz 

· Nevins, Joseph, "The Remaking of the California-Mexico Border in the Age of NAFTA," in Andreas, Peter, and Snyder, Timothy, eds., The Wall Around the West: State Borders and Immigration Controls in North America and Europe (Rowman and Littlefield, 2000)

· Smith, Talons, chapter 11, pp. 300-308

· Meyers, Deborah Waller, "Does Smarter Lead to Safer? An Assessment of the U.S. Border Accords with Canada and Mexico" International Migration, 41/4 (December 2003)

Recommended

· Mitchell, Christopher, "The Future of Migration as an Issue in Inter-American Relations," in Dominguez

· Fernandez de Castro, Rafael, and Rosales, Carlos A., "Migration Issues: Raising the Stakes in U.S.-Latin American Relations," also in Dominguez
April 13-18:  Issue 7 – The Environment and Sustainable Development

Required

· Runge, C. Ford, et al., Sustainable Trade Expansion in Latin America: Analysis and Assessment (World Resources Institute, 1997)
· Designated selections from Maguire, Andrew and Brown, Janet Welsh, eds., Bordering on Trouble: Resources and Politics in Latin America (Resources for the Future, Adler & Adler, 1986)

· more coming on the environment and development
April 20-27:  Issue 8 – Cuba

Required

· Baloyra, Enrique A., "Latin America, Cuba and the United States: From the Eighties to the Nineties" in Martz

· Dominguez, Jorge I., "Cuban Foreign Policy and the International System," in Tulchin and Espach

· Center for International Policy (Washington, DC), Cuba Project website http://ciponline.org/cuba/index.htm

· Noriega, Roger F., "Entering the Final Phase of Cuba's Inevitable Transition to Democracy," Remarks at the Institute for Cuban Studies, Miami, Oct. 4, 2003

· U.S. Department of State, "Cuba Fact Sheet," December 15, 2003

· Quirk, Robert E., Fidel Castro (WW Norton, 1993), selections

Recommended

· Perez, Louis A., Jr., On Becoming Cuban: Identity, Nationality and Culture (University of North Carolina Press, 1999), selections

· Moses, Catherine, Real Life in Castro's Cuba (Scholarly Resources, 2000)

May 2-4:  Issue 9 – Hemispheric Security

Required

· Hayes, Margaret Daly, "The New Security Agenda for the Americas: Focus on 'Insecurity,'" in Roett and Paz
· Holmes, Jennifer S., "Terrorism, Drugs and Violence in Latin America," LARR, 37/3, pp.217-230
· Van Klaveren, Alberto, "Political Globalization and Latin America: Toward a New Sovereignty," in Tulchin and Espach
· Centeno, Miguel Angel, Blood and Debt: War and the Nation-State in Latin America (Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002
Recommended

· Youngers, Colette, "The U.S. and Latin America After 9-11 and Iraq," Foreign Policy in Focus (June 2003)

· Nunez, Joseph R., A 21st Century Security Architecture for the Americas: Multilateral Cooperation, Liberal Peace and Soft Power (Strategic Studies Institute, U.S. Army War College, 2002)

· Daalder, Ivo H. and Lindsay, James M., America Unbound: The Bush Revolution in Foreign Policy (Brookings Institution, 2003)

May 9 – The Contemporary Policy Context

Required

· Smith, Talons, chapter 12 -13, pp. 300-370

· Wiarda, Soul, chapter 12, pp. 344-358

Recommended
· Shifter, Michael, "Introduction: Latin America in the New Century" in Roett and Paz

· Russell, Roberto, "U.S. Policy Toward Latin America:  A View from the South, in Roett and Paz

· Munoz, Heraldo, "Good-Bye U.S.A." in Tulchin and Espach

· Eric Hershberg, "Latin America at the Crossroads," in NACLA Report on the Americas, XXXVII, 3.
· Lowenthal, Abraham F., "United States-Latin American Relations at the Century's Turn:  Managing the Intermestic Agenda," also in Fishlow and Jones
· Peter Hakim, "The Reluctant Partner," Foreign Affairs (Jan/Feb 2004)
· Robert A. Pastor, "Noth America's Second Decade," Foreign Affairs (Jan/Feb 2004)
· Noriega, Roger F., "Making Real Economic, Political and Social Progress in the Americas," Remarks by the Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the World Trade Center, Chicago, December 17, 2003
Final Exam – to be determined
