School of International Studies Summer  2005
Sustainable Human Development

Professor Margee Ensign

The purpose of Sustainable Human Development (SHD) is to examine what we now about defining, measuring and achieving sustainable human development in the areas of: economic development; political development (governance, democracy, human rights and civil society); and social development: (poverty, health, education, and gender.)  A sustainable environment is a key part of this framework but we will not be able to examine this component in depth in this class. We will also examine the  international political and economic structure that has shaped development performance for the past fifty years. Recently, the UNDP has developed a set of goals that are very close to the conceptual framework of SHD.  These goals are called the Millennium Development Goals.  We will examine these goals, along with the SHD framework in the class, and these goals will be the basis for your class paper.
This course is interdisciplinary and problem-oriented.  Using international databases, students will undertake country analyses and case studies. Thus, you will be required to gather data on your country under each SHD area for discussion in class. The World Development Report (WDR) of the World Bank and the Human Development Report (HDR) of the UNDP are the principal data sources. It will be helpful to have your personal copies of the latest available issues of both reports. These are available on line and can be downloaded for free. 
This course is both theoretical and conceptual and data-driven.  Using databases available in the prescribed publications and references, students will undertake country and context-specific analyses and case studies.  The successful completion of this course will equip students with an interdisciplinary and holistic understanding of sustainable human development, preparing you to:

· locate and utilize the economic, social, political and environmental data available to development professionals,

· use appropriate basic analytical frameworks to analyze and report the data so as to interpret a country's development performance, and

· use quantitative and qualitative data to comparatively assess a country's progress toward sustainable human development.

The emphasis placed on comparative analysis will help you to gain a deeper understanding of a country in a broader regional and international context.




Grading

1. Class participation 
40%

2. Midterm 


20%
3. Essays 


10%

4. Country Case Study 
30%

Paper Content:
The paper should describe the development performance of a country (and contrasting countries) in the last two or three decades.  You can also choose a special topic of your own interest and develop an argument that reflects its importance in a development context.

Start the paper with an introduction that states the goals of the paper and the methodology used for the presentation. Following the introduction, provide a short account of the broader international context in which your country operates In the third section of your paper provide a description of your country’s economic, political and social development performance, over time.  The key question you will attempt to answer is: Is (your country) achieving sustainable human development as reflected in the Millennium Development Goals? At the end of this syllabus you will find a detailed description of the paper requirement.
Class 1 

Overview and Comparative Development Performance 

In this session we will also examine a narration about the similarities and differences in development performance in three developing regions of the world-- Asia, Africa and Latin American-- since 1950 and to consider a number of competing hypotheses which might explain the differences. Special attention will be paid to the development failure of Sub-Saharan Africa in the 1980s and 1990s.
Readings:

· Amartya Sen, “Development Thinking at the Beginning of the 21st Century,”  Paper Prepared for the Inter-American Development Bank, September, 1996

· Michael T. Rock, “Twenty-five Years of Development Revisited,” in World Development, 21(11)1993, pp.1787-1801.

Essay: Write a 3-5 page paper summarizing how “development” is defined by the World Bank, the UNDP. (Hint: examine the WDRs and HDRs for the past few years)  In your opinion what are the strengths and weaknesses of these definitions and frameworks. In addition, tell me what you are most interested in learning in this course and what country you have chosen for your case study, and why.   
Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. Understand the basic conceptual framework for development, called sustainable human development.

2. Understand how to conduct comparative analysis across countries and regions

3. Understand similarities and differences in development performance in three developing regions of the world—Asia, Africa and Latin America

4. Understand the development failure of Sub-Saharan Africa in the 1970s and 1980s, and the recent signs of recovery.  Understand the disappointing performance despite early promise and potential of Latin America.  Understand the remarkable success of East Asia until 1977-98 and the recent recovery. 

 Population and Development

This session explores the history of population growth over time as well as the relationship between population growth and development with a specific focus on the importance of female education.  We will also examine each region’s population profile.  Students should come prepared with an understanding of how their country has performed over time.  

Readings:
Rodolfo A. Bulatao, “Introduction,” Population and Development Review, Vol. 27 Supplement: Global Fertility Transition Population and Development Review, (2001): 1-14.

Amy Ong Tsui, “Population Policies, Family Planning and Fertility: The Record,” Population and Development Review, Vol. 27 (2001): 184-204
Jacques Vallin, “The End of the Demographic Transition: Relief or Concern?” Population and Development Review, Vol. 28 No. 1 (March, 2002): 105-120.

Best web sites to visit: 

Population Reference Bureau www.prb.org (for data) Population Council,  www.popcouncil.org   for research and policy papers. 

Assignment: Bring latest data points for your country for these variables: total fertility rate and population growth rate.  Bring one white poster board with you to class. 
Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. Understand the history of population growth by region and country. 

2. Understand the relationship between population growth and development

3. Understand the changes in population dynamics in specific countries

Economic Growth and Development

This session will first discuss the historical views in the importance of economic growth to development. Then we will identify and discuss the essential features of a healthy growing economy. Students will evaluate, from a comparative perspective, the performance of the countries chosen by each class member.
Readings:

H.W. Arndt, Economic Development: The History of an Idea. Chicago: University of Chicago Pres, 1987. Chs 3,4, and 7 (At SIS desk)

Margee M. Ensign “Overview: Sustainable Human Development,” Prepared for the Development Studies Program, 1999 (At SIS desk)

Michael Todaro, Economic Development Reading, Massachusetts: Addision Wesley Press, 200. pp 42-47. (At SIS desk and in library)

UNDP, Millennium Development Goals, Overview Chs 1 and 2  http://unmp.forumone.com/index.html  (At SIS desk and on line)

Variables: GDP per capita: annual growth rate in $US and PPP 
Go to: http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/index_alpha_indicators.cfm
Poverty and Equity

The purpose of this session is to examine the relationship between growth, income distribution, and poverty in a range of developing countries so that we might improve our understanding of the determinants of broad-based growth. By drawing on country examples from Latin America and East Asia, the session will consider the impact of initial conditions and of policy interventions in human resource development on broad-based growth. We shall also examine what we know about the relationship between development strategies and the incidence of poverty. Questions such as “Why are some growth strategies consistent with poverty reduction while others seem to promote little reduction of poverty?” will be raised.
Readings:  World Development Report , 2001 Overview, Chs 1-3 and 10-11 

Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. Understand how the definition of poverty has changed and expanded over time

2. Understand how poverty and equity are defined and the differences between the two 

3. Understand the relationship between growth, income distribution and poverty in a range of countries

Education and Development

Education has been described as the cornerstone of development with implications for reducing fertility, infant mortality, and the spread of HIV/AIDS as well as empowering women.  In this class we will examine how best to describe and evaluate educational progress in developing countries. 

Readings:

World Development Report, 1998/99 Overview, Chs. 1-4

World Bank, Lifelong Learning in the Global Knowledge Economy: Challenges for Developing Countries .  Summary and Chapter One.

Both on reserve and on line at www.worldbank.org 

Knowledge, Skills and Competencies:
1. To understand how education is defined and measured and  how education relates to gender, poverty, growth and health.
2. Understand the definition and importance of life long learning

3. To evaluate, from a comparative perspective, the educational attainment of the countries chosen by each class member and differences across regions.

Health and Development

What is good health?  How is it defined and measured?  How does health relate to growth and education?  How is the HIV/AIDS pandemic affecting development?  These are the issues that will be address in this class.

Readings:

World Bank, World Development Report, 1993 Investing in Health  Overview and Chapters 1-4
Jeffrey Sachs, Economic Consequences of Health Status: A Review of the Evidence Unpublished Paper, 1999

http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/about/director/pubs/030.pdf
Knowledge, Skills and Competencies
1. Understand how the definition of health has changed over time and how it is currently defined and measured.

2. Understand how health relates to other areas of development, specifically education, gender equity and growth. 
3. Understand how HIV/AIDS affects all areas of development and the specific challenges in individual countries and regions.
Gender and Development
This session provides an assessment of the status of women’s lives in the developing world, as well as an discussion of the policy changes most important in improving women’s lives. In this class we will examine the measurement of gender equity and the relationship between this and education, health, growth and governance. 
Readings:

Engendering Development World Bank, 2001 Summary, Chs. 1,2, and 5

On World Bank Website  www.worldbank.org  (type in gender-go to the book)

Knowledge, Skills and Competencies
1. Understand what is meant by gender equity

2. Understand the relationships between gender equity and health, education and governance. 

Class Nine: Midterm

Role of the State in Development 
The purpose of this session is to define what we mean by state and government and examine changing perspectives on the role of the state in development 

Readings: World Development Report, 1997 The State in a Changing World . Overview, Chs 1-3.
Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. Understand what is meant by state and government

2. Understand how thinking about the role of the state in development has evolved during the past fifty years.

Your second essay is due this week: Review and rewrite your first paper incorporating in what you have learned during these ten weeks of the class.

Democracy and Governance
In this class we will examine various perspectives on how democracy, democratization and governance are defined and measured. We look at approaches to measurement of these dimensions developed so far and existing measures and sources for indices of freedom and democracy.

Required Readings

UNDP Human Development Report, 2002 PP 1-83

Governance and the MDBs 

http://unmp.forumone.com/eng_full_report/MainReportChapter7-highres.pdf
Cardoso, Fernando Henrique, “Democracy as a Starting Point,” Journal of Democracy Volume 12 Number 1 (2001):  5-14

Diamond, Larry and Morlino, Leonardo, “The Quality of Democracy: An Overview,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  20-31

Plattner, Marc F., “The Quality of Democracy:  A Skeptical Afterword,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  106-110

Powell Jr., G. Bingham, “The Chain of Responsiveness,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  91-105

O’Donnell, Guillermo, “Why the Rule of Law Matters,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  32-46

Recommended:

Rueschemeyer, Dietrich, “The Quality of Democracy:  Addressing Inequality,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004): 76-90

Schmitter, Philippe C., “The Quality of Democracy:  The Ambiguous Virtues of Accountability,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  47-60

Joseph, Richard, “Books in Review:  Witnessing Africa’s Woes and Hopes,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  173-176

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce et al, “Political Competition and Economic Growth,” Journal of Democracy Volume 12 Number 1 (2001):  58-72

Beetham, David, “The Quality of Democracy:  Freedom as the Foundation,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 4 (2004):  61-75

Rich, Roland, “Bringing Democracy into International Law,” Journal of Democracy Volume 12 Number 3 (2001):  20-34

Jaquette, Jane S., “Women and Democracy:  Regional Differences and Contrasting Views,” Journal of Democracy Volume 12 Number 3 (2001):  111-125

Norris, Pippa and Inglehart, Ronald, “Women and Democracy:  Cultural Obstacles to Equal Representation,” Journal of Democracy Volume 12 Number 3 (2001):  126-140
Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. Understand what is meant by democracy, democratization and governance
2. Understand how the definition and measurement of these concepts has changed over time

3. Assess the adequacy of the definitions of democracy and governance. 
Human Rights and Civil Society

In this class we will examine what is meant by “human rights” and how this has changed and evolved over time. We will also examine how do civil society organizations contribute to democracy, human rights and good governance. We will look at several ways to define and measure these rights.
Readings:

Human Development Report 2000. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000: pgs 1-138

Civil Society’s Contribution to the MDBs
 http://unmp.forumone.com/eng_full_repReportChapter8-highres.pdf
Karatnycky, Adrian, “National Income and Liberty,” Journal of Democracy Volume 15 Number 1 (2004):  82-93

Mathews, Jessica T., “Power Shift,” Foreign Affairs Volume 76 Number 1 (1997):  50-66

Recommended Readings:

Michael Edwards, ed. Beyond the Magic Bullet. Connecticut: Kumarian Press, 1996: pgs 1-63

Clark, John. Democratizing Development. Connecticut: Kumarian Press, 1991:  pgs 1-63

Knowledge, Skills and Competencies
1. To understand how human rights and civil society organizations contribute to human development.

2. To understand how thinking about what are human rights has changed over time

.
Class Thirteen April 15: Environment and Development

The purposes of this session are to describe the basic concepts of sustainability, identify the challenges to sustainable development in the developing world, and explore how concern for sustainability might be operationalized in thinking about development

Readings: World Development Report, 2003 Overview, CHS 1 and 2
Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. To understand what is meant by “sustainability” and how it is defined and measured

2. To relate individual countries performance in protecting the environment to the regional performance

Trade and Development

In the last decade trade has become the engine of development for many developing countries. Who are the winners are losers? How can a country best participate in the global trading regime while maximizing sustainable human development.   

Readings: UNDP Trade and Globalization in the 21st Century, Chs. 1-3

Knowledge, Skills and Competencies

1. To understand what is meant by globalization.

2. To understand the international trading regime and which countries have benefited from expanding global trade

Summary April 29, 2005

What have we learned-what is this complex topic we call development?  What

have we learned about how to improve people’s lives around the world and how
should we proceed as an global community in the 21st century?

Readings:

Ranis, Gustav and Stewart, Frances, “Strategies for Success in Human Development,” Journal of Human Development Volume 1 Number 1 (2000):  49-69

Sen, Amartya, Development as Freedom. New York: Anchor Books, 2000:  pgs 3-53

Streeten, Paul, “Looking Ahead:  areas of future research in human development,” Journal of Human Development Volume 1 Number 1 (2000):  25-48
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