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Syllabus:  HONR 193.
	BIG HISTORY      Fall 2005


Professor:

Arturo Giraldez
Office: Wendel Phillips Annex 143  (phone:  946-2911).

Office Hours:  9:00-11:00 a.m.

Email:  agiraldez@pacific.edu; please see Blackboard and e.reserves.

Class Time:  MWF 3:30-4:50    WPC 233.

Text:  Maps of Time An Introduction to Big History by David Christian.

The Essential Dictionary of Science by John E. Clark, ed. [highly recommendable].

Course Objectives:

This course explores the ways that societies are related to the global structures from particles to galaxies; the thermodynamics of energy and the relationship with entropy, i.e organization versus chaos; biological structures, genetics, etc.); the origin of life; the evolution of man; and the emergence of civilization.
The course will be in seminar form in which extensive reading and writing are required. 

Students will keep a journal  where the main reading ideas and pertinent terminology are summarized.

Quizzes 1 every week of classes.

Midterms 2 midterms exams.

Final paper  with an oral presentation.
General Criteria:

1. Non Specialist Audiences.  This course has no prerequisites and is accessible to Honors students from all backgrounds and academic interests. It provides a basic understanding in a non-specialized way of the relationship between the physical, chemical, and biological dimensions of the universe and the implications for humanity. It should be of interest to a general audience.

2. Interdisciplinary approach. This course is designed to show the connections among the different disciplines that are related to human societies and their evolution. Readings from physics, biology, ecology, anthropology and history are incorporated into the course reading.

3. Basic learning skills:  This course is discussion driven and reading and writing intensive. The final paper and oral presentation plus class discussion will encourage the development of good writing and speaking skills, but also enhance analytic skills due to technical content.

4. Semester Units:  This is a 4 unit course.

Specific Criteria:

1. In this course the student should develop an informed perspective as to how human societies are part of physical and biological structures and determined by the same laws and regularities.  The relationship between society and nature has been of a perennial concern to humankind.

2. The course is designed to provide the students with a perspective that allows them to reflect on the nature of humankind in the setting of the Universe at large, and therefore provides the intellectual basis for philosophical, religious and historical perspectives.

3. Class participation, exams, oral presentations and the final paper are designated to show how the student has understood the concepts, theories and issues presented in the course.

Grades:

	Journal with ideas from class materials and terminology.
	10%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Two midterms
	40%

	Final Paper and Oral Presentation
	30%


Course Outline:
	Part I
	THE INANIMATE UNIVERSE.

	1.
	Origins of the Universe, Time and Space.

	2.
	Origins of the Galaxies and Stars:  The Beginnings of Complexity.

	3.
	Origins and History of Earth.

	Part II
	LIFE ON EARTH

	4.
	The Origins of Life and Theory of Evolution.

	5.
	The Evolution of Life and the Biosphere.

	Part III
	EARLY HUMAN HISTORY

	6.
	The Evolution of Humans

	7.
	The Beginnings of Human History

	Part IV
	THE HOLOCENE

	8.
	Intensification and the Origins of Agriculture.

	9.
	Cities, States and Civilizations.

	10.
	Long Trends in the Era of Agrarian “Civilizations”

	Part V
	THE MODERN ERA

	11.
	Approaching Modernity.

	12.
	Globalization, Commercialization, and Innovation.

	13.
	Birth of the Modern World.

	14.
	The Great Acceleration of the 20th Century.


Regular Pacific grading policies (see the 2005-2006 General Catalog) apply to this course. Standard letter grades, including + and – will be issued.

Note these important dates: 

Sept. 5 --------------------Labor Day Holiday.

Sept. 6---------------------Last Day to Add Classes & for Pass/No credit or Letter Grade option.

Oct.  7---------------------Fall University Holiday.

Oct. 13--------------------Last Day to Drop Classes.

Nov. 23-25---------------Thanks Giving Holiday.

Dec. 9---------------------Classes end.

Dec. 16--------------------Final Exam: Friday 3:30-5:00. 
