MENTOR SEMINAR I: TIMELESS QUESTIONS
Fall 2005
Course Description & Objectives

Mentor Seminar I is an interdisciplinary course focusing on five timeless issues: the nature of knowledge, the origins of the universe and of life, human identity, ethics, and the activities of a good life. The course is designed to introduce first-year students to the rigors of university study through the examination of philosophical issues that all reflective persons have considered. Working closely with a member of the faculty, your mentor, you will be encouraged to read original works from various authors and cultures, to think openly and critically about essential human questions, to contribute to lively discussions about these questions, and to express yourself in writing about them.  In short, this course represents an introduction to general education in the best sense of the term: education for self-examining, open-minded and self-governing adults. 
Mentor Seminar I also develops skills you will need to succeed in any field of study at the University. Throughout the semester, your mentor and peers will help strengthen your skills in the following areas through assigned readings, class discussions, essays, and class presentations: 
● The development of critical reading skills
● The development of critical thinking skills
● The development of discussion skills
●The development of writing skills
Course Readings & Course Handbook

The readings for the course are collected in the Mentor Seminar I textbook that you will need to purchase at the Bookstore.  Included with this textbook is Ann Raimes’ Keys for Writers: A Brief Handbook. This handbook is a useful reference guide for most university courses calling for formal essays and research papers.  The handbook will also be used for Mentor Seminar II. Along with the Mentor textbook, students will be required to purchase an additional book, chosen by their instructor, that will be the basis of the group presentations at the end of the course.
Section Meetings

Students enrolled in Mentor Seminar I are divided into sections of approximately twenty-one students.  In your section meetings, you will discuss the readings and work on your writing and critical thinking skills. Your mentor will encourage the full participation of every student in your section of the course.  Attendance is required at the section meetings.  Students should bring their Mentor Seminar I reader to all section meetings.
General Sessions

Mentor Seminar I features three general sessions. General sessions occur at the same time as your section meetings and are held at the Faye Spanos Concert Hall. Attendance is required at the general sessions, and you will sit with your classmates and your mentor.  You are encouraged to take notes during the general sessions.  At the end of each general session, students must turn in at least one question about the presentation, and students are encouraged to ask their question during the question-and-answer period.  Food and drink are not permitted in Faye Spanos Concert Hall, and cell phones must be turned off. 
Course Assignments & Grade Percentages
Your grade in Mentor I will be based on three essays (one of which must be revised), three reading responses (one of which is a class presentation), a group presentation, and class participation. There is no final examination. All written work must be completed in order to pass the course. 
The weight of the various course assignments is as follows:

	Reading Response #1 
	5% of course grade

	Essay #1 (original & revised)
	15% of course grade

	Reading Response #2 & Class Presentation
	5% of course grade 

	Essay #2 
	15% of course grade

	Reading Response #3 
	5% of course grade

	Essay #3 (Final Essay) 
	20% of course grade

	*Group Presentation 
	15% of course grade

	Class Participation
	20% of course grade


*Group graded assignment.  Your instructor reserves the right to award different individual grades on this assignment based on the contributions of group members.

Attendance Policy

Attendance is required for Mentor Seminar I.  Students are allowed to miss three days of class during the semester.  After three unexcused absences, your final grade for the course will be lowered by one-third of a grade (i.e., from a “B+” to a “B”) for each day that you are absent from class without a valid excuse.  This means that if you miss five days of class without a valid excuse, your final grade for the course will be lowered by two-thirds of a grade (i.e., from a “B+” to a “B-”).  A valid excuse for missing class will require written documentation from a person who can certify the seriousness of your illness or other misfortune.

Honor Code

Every student must observe the University’s Honor Code.  In this course, it is a violation of the Honor Code to submit all or part of someone else’s work or ideas as your own.  Violations of the Honor Code are serious.  They damage the integrity of academic life at the University and threaten the trust on which the learning community is built.  Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.  If found guilty, a student might receive a range of penalties, including failure of an assignment, failure of the course, or suspension from the University.  If you have questions about plagiarism and other departures from the right way of conducting yourself in academic situations, speak with your mentor about those issues. For this course, plagiarism is defined as presenting another person’s language or ideas as one’s own.

Portfolio General Education Assessment Project

Pacific’s General Education Committee wants to know whether students enrolled in Mentor I improve their writing and critical thinking skills.  Consequently, all students enrolled in the course are required to participate in a portfolio assessment project.  This will require you to turn in a second copy of all of your essays, including your revised essay.
Mentor Seminar Requirements

As noted in UOP’s General Catalog, “All students who enter the University as freshmen must complete Mentor Seminar I and Mentor Seminar II.  Students are not allowed to drop these courses for any reason, even if they plan to transfer to another college or university.”

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

 Question One: What Is Knowledge and Its Value?
Week 1








   

	W
	Aug. 24
	Section Meeting
	Introduction to the Course

	F
	Aug. 26
	General Session
	Theme: Perspectives on Knowledge


Week 2

	M
	Aug. 29
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Morowitz & Mill

	W
	Aug. 31
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Roszak & Carr

	F
	Sept. 2
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Douglass & Twain


Week 3

	M
	Sept. 5
	No Class
	Labor Day Holiday

	W
	Sept. 7
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Galileo (Starry Messenger) & Sagan

	F
	Sept. 9
	Section Meeting
	Reading: Clark


Week 4

	M
	Sept. 12
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Galileo (Letter to the Grand Duchess Christina) & James

	W
	Sept. 14
	Section Meeting
	Discussion of Writing and Peer Review


Question Two: Where Do Humans Come From?
	F
	Sept. 16
	Exchange Essay #1. Section Meeting
	Readings: Barbour & Genesis. Student Presentations 



Week 5

	M
	Sept. 19
	Section Meeting
	Peer Review of Essay # 1


	W
	Sept. 21
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Prometheus, Upanishads, Norse Myth & Iroquois Myth. Student Presentations

	F
	Sept. 23
	Essay #1 Due. Section Meeting
	Readings: Ferris & Swinburne. Student Presentations 


Week 6

	M
	Sept. 26
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Hazen and Trefil & Darwin. Student Presentations. 

	W
	Sept. 28
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Rachels. Student Presentations.


Question Three: How Do Humans Differ from One Another? 

	F
	Sept. 30
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Alarcón & Kothari. Student Presentations.


Week 7

	M
	Oct. 3
	Essay #1 Revision Due. Section Meeting
	Readings: Rensberger & Frazier. Student Presentations.

	W
	Oct. 5
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Tatum & McIntosh. Student Presentations.

	F
	Oct. 7
	No Class 
	Fall Student Break


Week 8

	M
	Oct. 10
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Fussell and Ehrenreich. Student Presentations.

	W
	Oct. 12
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Stanton & Faludi. Student Presentations.

	F
	Oct. 14
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Wilson & Hubbard. Student Presentations.


Week 9

	M
	Oct. 17
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Duncan & Pollack. Student Presentations.

	W
	Oct. 19
	Exchange Essay #2. Section Meeting
	Readings: Sullivan & Corvino. Student Presentations.

	F
	Oct. 21
	Section Meeting
	Peer Review of Essay #2


Question Four: How Should Humans Live?
Week 10

	M
	Oct. 24
	Essay #2 Due. Section Meeting
	Reading: MacKinnon 

	W
	Oct. 26
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Exodus, Micah, Amos, Gospel of Matthew, Qur’an 

	F
	Oct. 28
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Buddhaghosa, Dhammapada & Confucius 


Week 11

	M
	Oct. 31
	Section Meeting
	Reading: Rachels

	W
	Nov. 2
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Plato, A Call for Unity & King

	F
	Nov. 4
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Mill & Elshtain


Week 12

	M
	Nov. 7
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Machiavelli & Twain


Question Five: What Is a Good Life?
	W
	Nov. 9
	General Session
	Theme: Music and Culture. Reading: Jourdain

	F
	Nov. 11
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Cummings, Kumin, Auden & Browning 


Week 13

	M
	Nov. 14
	Reading Response #3 Due. 

Section Meeting
	Readings: Whitman & Aristotle 

	W
	Nov. 16
	Section Meeting
	Reading: Berry 

	F
	Nov. 18
	General Session
	John Muir Performance.  Reading: Muir 


Week 14

	M
	Nov. 21
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Wordsworth, Snyder & Berry 

	W
	Nov. 23
	No Class 
	Thanksgiving

	F
	Nov. 25
	No Class 
	Thanksgiving


Week 15

	M
	Nov. 28
	Section Meeting
	Readings: Goodall, Russell & Mandela 

	W
	Nov. 30
	Section Meeting
	Final Book Reading and Presentations

	F
	Dec. 2
	Section Meeting
	Final Book Reading and Presentations


Week 16

	M
	Dec. 5
	Exchange Essay #3.

Section Meeting
	Final Book Reading and Presentations

	W
	Dec. 7
	Section Meeting
	Peer Review of Essay #3

	F
	Dec. 9
	Essay #3 Due. Section Meeting
	Conclusion and Course Evaluation


Reading Responses and Formats
Reading Response #1 for Chapter 1 (2 pages)
Author, “Title”

Thesis.  State the main issue or issues of the reading and the author’s position or thesis. This is the shortest section of the assignment and usually can be done in 2-3 sentences.

Reasoning. Explain the author’s main arguments to support his or her thesis. Do not summarize all of the reading but distill the essential reasoning and its sequence. This will usually be the longest section of the assignment.

Reflection.  Describe your reaction to this reading and give support for it. Is the author’s view and line of reasoning plausible? You might raise an objection to the view based on other readings or your own examples. You might give additional evidence to support the author’s view.  Or you might make a thoughtful connection to other readings in the course. This is the most difficult part of the assignment and should be at least a paragraph in length.

Reading Response #2 for Chapters 2-3 (2 pages)

Author, “Title”

Describe the main issue(s) of the reading, identify the thesis or theses, explain the author’s reasoning to support it, and conclude the assignment with two thought-provoking statements or questions about the reading that will promote class discussion. These statements or questions might express why you generally agree or disagree with the reading. 

Reading Response #3 for Chapter 4 (2 pages)
In light of the readings from Chapter Four, what particular ethical principles and insights, if acted on, would make society more just and/or virtuous? Concisely explain the reasons for your view and illustrate it with an example(s).
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