Conflict and Conflict Management
Prof. S. Sample




          

    
 

Office hours: 




  
                 Office:  SIS upstairs

M/W 11.00-12.00





       Phone:    946-2492

Mon:  3.30-5.30 & by appt


  
     Email:ssample@pacific.edu

Course Description:

This course will examine the causes of interstate conflict and address issues of conflict management in the international system.  We will read works that approach the basic questions about war causation from several perspectives:  Thucydides classic treatment of the Peloponnesian War, a variety of theoretical works, and the empirical research.  The course will focus on the scientific study of war, and students will read exemplary works in the field, as well as writing their own research paper.  Finally, we will focus on practical diplomacy in conflict resolution.  
Learning Objectives:  Students will….
( demonstrate a thorough understanding of the general IR theories that purport to explain war causation.

(demonstrate an ability to link theoretical and historical material with empirical studies.

(become acquainted with the major refereed journals in conflict studies.

(demonstrate their understanding of the research literature in conflict studies.

(demonstrate an understanding of social scientific research methods through completion of individual research projects.

Required Books:  

The History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides

Conflict After the Cold War, Richard K. Betts, 2005

The Scientific Study of Peace and War:  A Text Reader, J. Vasquez and M. Henehan (eds), 1999 
Beyond Machiavelli:  Tools for Coping with Conflict, R. Fisher, E. Kopelman, A. Kupfer Schneider.  

Chapters from What do We Know About War?, and The Handbook of War Studies II will be on reserve at the library.  
You will want to acquaint yourself with The Journal of Peace Research, The Journal of Conflict Resolution, International Studies Quarterly, World Politics, and other refereed political science journals that are full of research articles on conflict and conflict resolution.  
I also strongly encourage you to visit http://garnet.acns.fsu.edu/~phensel/intlconf.html which is Paul Hensel’s Conflict and Cooperation Data Set page as you consider your own research topics.  Paul Hensel is a professor in conflict studies who decided to put a lot of links to conflict data in one place.  He’s also a really nice guy.  
Course Requirements:

Please be aware that examples of your work may be saved for evaluating the course and program of which they are a part.

Midterm Exam

25% 

Paper proposal/annot. bib
05
Final Exam


30

Interim draft of paper

05
Final draft of paper

20

Participation


15
Reading:  It’s a mix of fun history (Thucydides is a classic—read it like a novel, and we’ll talk about it and what it says about war), people making theoretical arguments about the nature of international politics and war, and people doing structured tests using real data (to see if those people making arguments knew what they were talking about).  Read the material listed for the day before you come to class.  I strongly encourage you to take notes on your readings.  Writing brief summaries as you go will help you remember the material both while you read, and will facilitate studying for the exams.
Participation:  This class will involve a lot of discussion.  Fifteen percent of your final grade will be based on a) my continual observation of how well prepared you are, and how active you are, in class discussions.  If you are consistently unprepared or absent, you will get a zero for this portion of your grade.  And b) your completion of certain homework assignments, to be determined, over the course of the semester and/or pop quizzes on the readings if it seems that many people are unprepared to discuss on a given day.  This may also include completing LTDs on readings, and other short assignments as I deem necessary.  I do NOT anticipate giving you a lot of small tasks often…the more you discuss seriously and appear to understand the material, the fewer small assignments there are likely to be.  If it doesn’t appear that you’re doing the readings and coming to class prepared to talk about them, LTDs will become regular assignments.
Research Paper:  You will write a research paper of 12-15 pages on some aspect of conflict or conflict management during the term.  While the course is international conflict and conflict management, you are free to propose topics related to civil wars and conflict as well.  You will be expected to propose an interesting question, discuss the empirical and theoretical literature that relates to that question, propose your own methodology, conduct a test of a hypothesis, and discuss your findings and their implications for the issues you talked about in the review of the literature.  At two points in the term, you will turn in pieces of the paper in draft form that will be graded, but I will read other drafts if you want, too.  We will talk about the requirements for the paper in class.  
Late Papers:  Papers are due at the start of class.  Same day, after class is late and will be penalized based on my whim of the moment.  Turned in the next day, they automatically lose 15 points.  Turned in on the second day, they automatically lose 40 points.  And so on.  They cannot be turned in for credit after a full weekend or break.  Printer problems are considered poor excuses—please do not start printing out five minutes before class and then beg me for dispensation because the printer didn’t work.  Think ahead. 

Attendance Policy:  You are expected to be in class.  If you miss class with any regularity, expect to lose your entire participation grade.  
Learning or Physical Disabilities:  If you need accommodations because of a certified learning or physical disability, you must contact the learning Disabilities Support Office or the Disable Student Services Office in Bannister Hall each semester to inform them of your schedule and need for accommodation.  Be aware that professors are kept on a “need to know” basis—your privacy is maintained, and we are only told what we need to know to accommodate your learning needs.  Get accommodation if you need it!  It just makes sense.  

Honor Code:  You can find the precise wording of the Honor Code in the Student Handbook Tiger Lore.  If you violate it in any way, you can expect that you will unquestionably get a zero on that assignment, we will report it to Student Life, you will probably get an F in the course, and you could get suspended from the University.  Don’t be a cheater; if you do not wish to learn, leave the university now.  Find a good writing style manual and read carefully the section on plagiarism—some things that you might not realize are plagiarism actually are.  Make sure you know before you make a mistake. I will not assume that you are simply ignorant; I will assume that you have willfully engaged in misconduct.  Do not turn in any work to us that you have turned in, or intend to turn in, to another professor.  Do not turn in work that is not your own.  Two students turning in identical (or virtually identical) work, unless the work is a designated group project, is obviously a violation of the Honor Code.  This should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible Honor Code violations; others are equally punishable.  

Office Hours:   Scheduled office hours are as noted above. I may also be reached through email, and I am happy to make an appointment with you at any reasonable hour.
Course Schedule:  
WdWK = What do We Know About War?; HWS = The Handbook of War Studies 2; VH = The Scientific Study of War and Peace; B = Conflict After the Cold War
	The assumption of this course is that you have already have POLS 51—International Politics, or its equivalent at another university
	JANUARY 12

Introduction to the course
Review of major IR theories


	JAN 14

Read:  the Introduction to Thucydides

	MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR DAY

NO CLASSES

	JAN 19

Read:  Thucydides, Books 1-2,

 pp 35-193
	JAN 21

Read:  Thucydides, Book 3, 

Pp 194-264

	JAN 24

Read:  Thucydides, Books 4-5, pp. 265-408

	JAN 26

Read:  Thucydides, Books 6-7, 

pp 407-537
	JAN 28

Read:  Thucydides, Book 8, 

pp 538-606

	JAN 31

Introduction to What we Know about War 
Read:  WdWK:  chapters by Singer

Bremer

Brecher, James & Wilkenfeld


	FEBRUARY 2

Lessons and Conclusions from the Research, part I

Read:  WdWK:  chapters by

Levy

Midlarsky

Vasquez


	FEB 4

Applying the Scientific Method to the Study of War

Read:  VH chapter 15, pp 373-top of 388—We’ll discuss the exercises in-depth in class

	FEB 7

Applying the Scientific Method to the Study of War

Read:  VH chapter 15,
pp 388-400

	FEB 9

Applying the Scientific Method to the Study of War

Read:  VH chapter 15, 

pp 400-433
	FEB 11
Formal approaches to the Study of War

Read:  HWS:  chapters by 

Morrow

Levy

From VH:  chapter by 

Buena de Mesquita



	FEB 14

Read:  Betts, part I, pages 1-51

	FEB 16

Realism, Anarchy, and Power
Read:  Betts, part II, pp 51-116

	FEB 18

Does the Distribution of Power Predict War?

Read:  VH, chapters by

Singer, Bremer, & Stuckey

Wayman

Kugler & Lemke



	PRESIDENTS’ DAY

NO CLASSES

	FEB 23

Structure-Based Theories of War

Read:  HWS:  chapters by

Doran

Wilkenfeld & Brecher

Rasler & Thompson
	FEB 25

MIDTERM EXAM



	FEB 28

No new reading due today.

	MARCH 2

Military technology, doctrine, & stability

Read:  Betts, part VII, 

pp. 357-444
	MAR 4

Arms

Read:  VH:  chapters by

Wallace

Diehl

From WdWK:  chapter by 

Sample

Due to turn in:  3 page paper proposal, plus annotated bibliography to date



	MAR 7

Alliances
Read:  VH:  chapters by

Levy

Siverson & King

From WdWK:  chapters by

Maoz

Gibler

	MAR 9

Crisis Behavior

Read:  WdWK chapter by 

Leng

From VH:  chapters by

Leng

Midlarsky
	MAR 11

The Role of Territory

Read:  WdWK chapters by

Hensel

Huth

From VH:  chapter by 

Vasquez

	MAR 14

Rivalry
Read: WdWK chapters by

Goertz and Diehl

Wayman

From HWS: chapter by

Goertz and Diehl


	MAR 16

Read:  Betts, IX, 537-582
	MAR 18

Read:  Betts:  Part VI, pp 287-356

Identity and Ideology



	MARCH 21

SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK

	STUDENT TRAVEL DAY

NO CLASSES

	MAR 30

Identity

Read:  HWS chapter by

Midlarsky
	APRIL 1

Read:  Betts, Part III, pp 117-158



	APR 4: 

No new reading due
Due to turn in:  Interim draft of research paper, should have intro, literature review, and methods section 

	APR 6

Read:  Betts, Part V, pp 219-286

Economic Interests & Interdependence

(but NOT MILWARD)


	APR 8

Democratic Peace

Read:  HWS chapter by

Russett and Starr

From WdWK: chapter by 

Ray

	APR 11

Read:  Betts, Part IV, pp 176-218

(not Freud and Fornari—eh, maybe…they were fun to rip apart in class—ecological fallacy and all that jazz)


	APR 13

International Norms

Read:  WdWK chapter by

Raymond
	APR 15

Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare

Read:  Betts, part VIII, 

pp 445-536

(kick the stuff on terrorism, except Betts himself to Monday—discuss terrorism all at once)


	APR 18

Unconventional Warfare
Read:  HWS chapter by
Crenshaw

	APR 20

Read:  Betts, part X, pp 583-625


	APR 22

Conclusions about what we know

Read:  HWS chapters by

Vasquez

Geller



	APR 25
Read:  Beyond Machiavelli

	APR 27

Read:  Beyond Machiavelli
	APR 29

Read:  Finish 

Beyond Machiavelli

	MAY 2

Due to turn in:  Final draft of  research paper

LAST DAY OF M/W/F CLASSES

	STOP DAY
	

	MAY 9
FINAL EXAM
8 AM – 11 AM
	
	


