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Contributing to what is known about individuals, societies, countries, and the way they interact requires research.  Original research involves reading what other people have written on the issue, and it involves using your creative skills and your analytical ones to learn more than was known before.  It also involves communicating that research to others.  Research may be done individually or with collaborators, but social research is always meant to be shared—it is always social in the sense of trying to contribute not only to what you know about the world, but what we all know together.  


In IRM, you will begin to learn the standard research methods used to understand a wide range of international topics.  We will emphasize social scientific methods in this course, including both quantitative and qualitative dimensions.  There are really three elements to learning how to do this in the context of this class.  First, you have to learn how to design and carry out a research project generally.  Second, within that understanding of a research project, you have to confront and contemplate a host of issues and problems, ranging from ethical dilemmas, to how to gather evidence, to what type of evidence you actually need in the first place to even begin answering your question.  The third element of the class, which will take up the last few weeks of the course, will emphasize learning how to use basic statistical methods to evaluate evidence when they are appropriate to the question asked.  It is an introduction to stats, but not the same as taking a stats class since we spend so much time on other aspects of research. You will gain a working understanding of the similarities and differences between anthropology, political science, and economics, and history in terms of the questions they ask, and the research methods they employ.  


Please be aware that the syllabus, including the respective weights of grades, is subject to change during the semester if I feel that your learning will be best advanced by a modification.  Other course objectives:  Students should…

· Be able to demonstrate, by exam or in an independent project, an understanding of the scientific method and the elements of a research project

· Be able to demonstrate an understanding of relationships between important concepts and the theoretical depth of international issues through completing a literature review on a chosen international topic

· Be able to demonstrate the ability to design a research project and carry it out

· Display a basic practical understanding of descriptive statistics 

· Demonstrate their understanding of the complementary relationship between qualitative and quantitative research 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the way refereed research differs from non-refereed pieces

Required Books:  

Salkind, Neil  Exploring Research (S)

Salkind, Neil, Statistics for People Who (Think They) Hate Statistics (Stats)

Other readings are on reserve.  You will not be required to do LTDs on specific readings: however, you will be tested on the content of those readings whether or not we have specifically discussed them in class.  You are no longer first-year students; it is expected that you will be a responsible student whether there are weekly written assignments or not.  Time management is an important quality in a mature adult.  I assume you are capable of it and will assess your work based on that assumption (the syllabus contains instructions for each project; if you begin them at the last minute and do a bad job, it’s your own tough luck; I’ll have no mercy). 
Course Requirements:

Please be aware that examples of your work may be saved for the purpose of evaluating the course and program of which they are a part.

Exam I

15% 



Survey Research Project 
10

Exam II
15



Literature Review 

20

Exam III
30



Participation


10

Participation:  10% of your grade will be based on my continual observation of your behavior in class and your work on group projects.  Are you in class?  Are you engaged in the material?  Do you participate in class?  Do you regularly complete practice problems?  Are you a responsible group member?  Do you show a willingness to learn?  Being late, absent, non-participatory, disrespectful of your group members, etc. will count against you.  

Projects:  Your survey research project and literature review must be completed in groups.  You may find your own groups (I can help coordinate as necessary).  Groups should have 3-4 people—no more.  Please think carefully about how to organize your work.  Note that project descriptions are all in the syllabus.  You may begin them at any time (including Part 1 of the last exam).  They must be turned in the on the due date or before, but you can manage your time between now and then however you like.  You may work in one group for both group projects, or you may change groups with each project.  
Late Assignments:  Projects are due at the start of class.  If they are late, but turned in on the same day after class, they automatically lose 10 points.  Turned in the next day, they automatically lose 25 points.  Turned in on the second day, they automatically lose 60 points.  Printer problems are considered poor excuses—please do not start printing out five minutes before class and then beg me for dispensation because the printer didn’t work.  Think ahead. 

Attendance Policy:  You are expected to be in class.  I reserve the right to take roll at any time, and if you have more than three absences, you should expect to lose your participation grade altogether (a full letter grade).  If you arrive at class after I have taken roll, you will still be considered absent—showing up late is disruptive; reset your watch if you need to, but be on time.  Absences will be excused only under extreme circumstances and at my discretion.  If you have a medical absence, a slip from the health center is not enough to be excused—a doctor’s letter stating that you were unable to make this class on this particular day must be submitted for consideration.  If you must schedule an appointment (such as a doctor’s visit; appointment with some bureaucrat on campus, etc.) do not schedule it during class. You are only in class 16-18 hours a week; schedule around your classes.  Exams cannot typically be made up unless your situation is dire (evidence you were in the hospital or at a funeral—pretty much nothing else).

Learning or Physical Disabilities:  If you need accommodations because of a certified learning or physical disability, you must contact the learning Disabilities Support Office or the Disable Student Services Office in Bannister Hall each semester to inform them of your schedule and need for accommodation.  Be aware that professors are kept on a “need to know” basis—your privacy is maintained, and we are only told what we need to know to accommodate your learning needs.  Get accommodation if you need it!  It just makes sense.  

Honor Code:  You can find the precise wording of the Honor Code in the Student Handbook Tiger Lore.  If you violate it in any way, you can expect that you will unquestionably get a zero on that assignment, we will report it to Student Life, you will probably get an F in the course, and you could get suspended from the University.  Don’t be a cheater; if you do not wish to learn, leave the university now.  Find a good writing style manual and read carefully the section on plagiarism—some things that you might not realize are plagiarism actually are.  Make sure you know before you make a mistake. As you are at least sophomores now, I will not assume that you are simply ignorant; I will assume that you have willfully engaged in misconduct.  Do not turn in any work to us that you have turned in, or intend to turn in, to another professor.  Do not turn in work that is not your own.  Two students turning in identical (or virtually identical) work, unless the work is a designated group project, is obviously a violation of the Honor Code.  This should not be considered an exhaustive list of possible Honor Code violations; others are equally punishable.  

Office Hours:   Scheduled office hours are as noted above. I may also be reached through email.  Please come to me with any questions you have about the course material.  I am happy to walk through the material with you in my office, as long as you were in class in the first place or have an excused absence.  Most of us learn through repetition and don’t just get things the first time we hear them, so having questions and asking for individual explanation at times is entirely expected.   Just don’t skip class with some lame excuse then expect me to spend two hours in my office explaining something to you that you would understand if you hadn’t skipped class in the first place.
Course Schedule:

EXAM DATES:  Please note, two exams will be taking place on FRIDAY afternoons, during the scheduled class time.  In recompense for this, the last day of class will be DECEMBER 1st.    


MONDAY


WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

	Aug 23  Introduction to course
	Aug 25 Elements of Research.  Read:  S 1, 2.
	NO CLASS ON FRIDAYS, OF COURSE; IT’S A MONDAY-WEDNESDAY CLASS.  THE COLUMN IS HERE TO NOTE EXAM DATES ONLY.  

	Aug 30  What is a Research Question?  Read:  S 3
	Sept 1 Sampling in Research.  Read:  S chapter 4; Stats chapter 4.
	Week 2

	Sept 6  LABOR DAY—NO CLASSES 
	Sept 8 Survey Research.  Read:  Bailey 6. Survey Research, cont.  Read:  Bailey 7-8.
	Week 3

	Sept 13 Types of Variables.  Read:  Bailey 4-5.
	Sept 15 Ethics in Research.  Read Bailey 18-19.
	Week 4

	Sept 20 Qual. Research Methods:  Participant Observation. Read:  Bailey 10-11.
	Sept 22  Qual. Research Methods:  Historical Research.  Read:  Bailey 12.  
	 Week 5

	Sept 27  Survey Research project due at start of class.  

Economics Research.
	Sept 29 Qual. Research Methods: the comparative method and case studies.  Read:  on reserve Nachmias chapters 6 and 13

Political Science Research.  


	October 1st:  

FIRST EXAM  4-6pm 

NO MAKEUPS ARE POSSIBLE.

	Oct 4 Role of Theory in Research Read:  on reserve:  King, Keohane, and Verba pp 4-50 (don’t wait ‘til the last minute!  This one is tough!)


	Oct 6  Theory in practice.

Read:  on reserve Vasquez chs 1-2, pp 14-85.
	Week 7



	Oct 11 Theory in practice, cont.

Read:  on reserve Taras and Ganguly pp 1-40.
	Oct 13 Review of sampling; Read (Stats) chapter 8.
	Week 8

	Oct 18 Stats.  Finally!  Measures of central tendency through dispersion; read Bailey chapter 16, and (Stats) 1-3 and Appendix A.


	Oct 20  Stats for fun and profit

Right now, before doing anything else, look at the last page of the syllabus that explains the TAKE HOME part of the LAST EXAM.   It is best NOT to do it at the last minute. It is a RESEARCH PAPER due on Nov 22—BEFORE Thanksgiving.
	 Week 9

	Oct 25  Confidence intervals:  Read:  Stats 7 and 9. 

Due to turn in:  Literature Review.
	Oct 27  Confidence intervals.  
	October 29:  

SECOND EXAM 4-6pm

NO MAKEUPS ARE POSSIBLE.

	Nov 1  Confidence intervals.  
	Nov 3 ANOVA and t-test.  Read Stats chapters 10-12.
	Week 11

	Nov 8  ANOVA and t-test.
	Nov 10  ANOVA and t-test.  
	Week 12

	Nov 15  Association and correlation.  Read Stats 5, 13.  
	Nov 17 Bivariate relationships, Read Stats 14.  
	Week 13

	Nov 22  Bivariate Relationships.  

Due to turn in:  

THIRD EXAM  PART 1 
	Nov  24  NO CLASS
	Week 14

	Nov 29  Bivariate Relationships.


	Dec 1  THIRD EXAM 

PART 2 IN CLASS
Last day of class


	Week 15


Appendix

This Appendix contains the instructions for the class projects.  Please be aware that all require much advance preparation, and considerable work.  Three final projects are due on the last day of class, but you do not want to procrastinate.  Please consult us if you need help thinking about time management issues.  

Project 1

Survey research project.  We’ll work on this some in class.  In groups (see above on groups) you will come up with a general research question that can be addressed through survey research.  Once we have approved that, you will come up with a series of appropriate survey questions; we will also have a look at those and make suggestions, etc.  Then, you will go out and gather data.  In order to do that, you’ll have to decide who you are going to ask, how, etc.  Are you going to stand on street corners, and you going to survey your dorm, etc.?  


Your final project, due Sept 27th, should contain the following elements:

· A clear statement and explanation and justification of your general research question

· An explanation about who completed your survey (not names, but why that group) and how they completed it (was it written?  Did you ask the questions out loud? Etc.)

· A discussion of the results of your survey:  what patterns did you see in the answers?  Do you think you asked a good sample of people given your question?  How did the people you asked affect your results?  Did you get any patterns in the answers you weren’t expecting (people interpreted your question differently than you meant), etc?  That sort of thing.  

· A list of the survey questions you asked, with brief annotations (two sentences) about why you asked the question 

· An appendix that contains all your raw data; how many people did you ask, what were their specific responses to each question (perhaps an Excel file with the data).  Remember, you have to respect the confidentiality of your subjects, so just number them in the final report.  
· Not counting the annotated list of questions, or the appendix, your statement of the question and discussion of results should be 3-5 pages in excellent essay form.  

· A one-page summary of how the group members divided the work with an estimate of what percentage of the work was done by each person, signed by each person in the group.  If it is evident that one or two members of the group did the bulk of the work, the person who was disrespectful of the group and derelict in their duty can expect a lower final grade.  

Project 2

Literature review and annotated bibliography.  This project is due to be turned in on Oct 25th; you should begin it immediately.  You must complete it in groups (see syllabus about groups).  This will require a great deal of coordination.  Your project will be on a research question approved by us in class.  It should be an essay (9-15 pages, not counting the bibliography) written in (and graded for) its clear, correct, and elegant use of the English language.  It should contain the following elements:

· An explanation of the question, and a justification of why that is an interesting and important question

· The literature review (the key part of it)

· An assessment of where the research project could go in light of what you have learned by writing the literature review

· A brief discussion of a methodological approach one might take to answer the question if the project is worth continuing (if you don’t feel the questions were satisfactorily answered in the literature)

· An annotated bibliography

· A one-page summary of how the group members divided the work with an estimate of what percentage of the work was done by each person, signed by each person in the group.

Whenever researchers have a research question, the first step they must take at that point is to read everything they can about that topic and question in order to find out what other researchers have done.  It is entirely possible that someone else has already answered the question to your satisfaction, and if you were going to do a research project, you would need another question.  The literature review is NOT a summary of each article on the topic; it is not an LTD or a series of LTDs.  It is an essay that summarizes the literature on the subject AS A WHOLE, making reference to specific articles and explaining why you have come to the conclusions about the literature that you have based on those individual articles/books.  

Questions you must consider while preparing to write your literature review: What have other researchers had to say about this subject?  What are the important concepts in your research, and how are they related to each other? How are they defined? How have they been measured (operational definitions)?  A lot of research projects find themselves sitting at the crossroads of several different literatures. You must read enough to determine what is already out there, to find out what controversies there might be in the literature, what holes there are in the literature, how others have tried to answer the same or similar questions.  Also consider historical context.  Your written literature review should discuss what others have done in the context of framing your own question and research project. The literature review is critical to a research project.  This is the foundation that you will build on.  It addresses any number of important issues.  What have others already learned about the topic?  What relevant questions have they addressed?  What theory or theories does the literature contain already?  Are these explanations of the social phenomena in question good?  Good enough? What hasn’t the current literature already done?  What empty places are there?  Tell us what others have learned:  the literature review should bring a non-specialist up to date so they can then read your research and know what’s going on.  

A hint about how to organize a literature review:  think about all the above questions, and come up with the four or five major points that you want to make about the literature as a whole, and organize your essay around those points.  For instance (these points may or may not apply to your specific project; they are just examples of conclusions one could hypothetical reach):  

#1.
in this literature, there seems to be a lot of disagreement about what the main concept actually means—then give lots of examples from the specific articles; or everyone agrees on the concept but measures it differently

#2.
in this literature there seems to be a lot of disagreement about whether x is causing y, or y is causing x—then explain, giving examples from specific articles.  

#3.
Everyone in this literature seems to use large n studies (or, alternatively, case studies)…then give examples 

#4
Comparison/contrast to be named later….  

Each member of the group should separately append an annotated bibliography of the articles or books that s/he read.  The quality of the bibliographies, judged on quality of your choices, your annotation, the relevance to the topic, and the usefulness to the overall project, will constitute 1/3 of each person’s grade on the project.  Each person in the group should read at least seven refereed and relevant articles on the subject; obviously, you should read different articles since they will all be used in the literature review.  You should be aware that it is possible that you will read articles that aren’t useful; you’ll just have to read others that are.  Only include in your annotated bibliography those that are useful and cited in the literature review. You will need to read more than seven articles each, since you are likely to weed out some as not useful.  If you want to include non-refereed articles of any sort, they will be counted at a ratio of 7 non-refereed articles to 1 refereed one.  
The bibliographies attached to the lit review should be annotated.  An annotated bibliography contains all of the usual bibliographical information in proper form, and it also includes a brief summary of the article.  This is NOT an LTD.  It is a two-four sentence summary that makes clear what question the article/book addresses, what it uses for evidence, what its conclusions are, and how it fits with the other articles in the bibliography. 

One of the great potential pitfalls to avoid with this project is starting too late to do a good job, either as a group, or as an individual risking the success of your whole group.  Remember, you have to do a thorough library search as a group (sooner is better), so that you all have a number of articles to read. You should consult me, or a reference librarian, for help with searching as necessary.  In addition to reading the articles, you must summarize them for the bibliography, and present summaries of each to your whole group, so that the group can discuss and analyze each to figure out what they have in common and how they differ.  That analysis will be the basis of your written literature review.  

Think time management.  I would suggest as interim due dates, that you have your preliminary library searches done by around Sept 18th.  Each member of the group should complete his/her reading by the end of the first week in October, being prepared with their part of the annotated bibliography and prepared to have a series of sit-down meetings in the next week where you discuss everything you’ve read and analyze it.  That will give you some time left to actually do the writing.  The final draft should read like it has a single author; however, if I have evidence that one person did the bulk of the work, while the others freeloaded, I will reduce individual grades accordingly.  Keep in mind that professors give themselves much more time to write than students typically do, and we have much more experience. You might just want to think about that as you plan.  

Exam III, 1/2 will be in class, 1/2 will be take home.

This is the TAKE HOME half.  Worth 50 points out of 100.

Part I of the exam.  Due on Nov 22.  The rest of the exam will be on the last day of class, Dec. 1.  

Come up with one good research question that could theoretically be used for a Senior Seminar project.  Feel free to consult me at any point.
A good question will be amenable to different research methods—case study, field research, survey research, a comparative political study, a large n study, etc.  I encourage you to consider questions where you might be able to gather data during your study abroad, through interviews, participant observation, collecting your own statistical data, or getting access to data only available there.  

Write a five-seven (5-7) page essay that offers explanation of your question that addresses the following issues.

i. What are the dependent and independent variables? Include a brief discussion of how you would conceptualize the variables, and how you might operationalize them;  

ii. What is your question, and why is it interesting and important in international studies?

iii. What do you know about this question?  What theoretical relationships are important in it?  What is its historical context?

iv. What sort of methods would be appropriate to answering this question?  

v. What sort of data would you need to answer this question well?  Is it possible for you to gather any of this information while studying abroad?  If not, where would be the appropriate place to look for good data?

vi. At the end of your paper, an approximately one page analysis of your own thoughts thus far, and an answer to the question of whether this would indeed make a good Senior Seminar project?  Explain why or why not.  Are there any problems you would foresee?  Is it a good project idea as it is?  Could it be modified in some way that would make it a great project for Senior Seminar?  

vii. Include a bibliography containing at least half a dozen articles and/or books obviously relevant to the topic and cited in the paper
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