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Office hours: 2 to 4 Tuesday and Thursday or other time by appointment

I have two goals for this course.  The first is to introduce you to the discipline of cultural anthropology, its language, methods, history and topics of inquiry; the second is to present some ways that knowledge of anthropological research methods and ways of thinking can be applied in the world.  I have assigned a variety of readings and projects for you to work on outside of class; in class I will use a combination of lecture, discussion, group work and films to facilitate your learning.  Not all of these activities will suit your particular learning style perfectly but I want to see effort made on all fronts; come see me if you have any trouble!!!

Course Requirements:  

1.  Attendance is strongly advised!  You are allowed two unexcused absences in the semester.  After that I will automatically begin dropping final grades.  This class will be run as a seminar with your active participation necessary for a decent grade...you can’t participate if you aren’t here.  If you absolutely cannot speak in class for cultural or other reasons, you may use email as your primary way of communicating your comments, questions, and other forms of participation.  I would expect at least 1 email per week if you choose this way of participating.

2.  Just sitting in class is not enough effort to earn you a good grade.  I expect you to be here AND to have prepared for class by doing the reading and thinking about it; if you haven’t done the reading, do not disturb everyone else.  I reserve the right to have unannounced quizzes whenever I feel like it and to assign written homework if I find that people aren’t doing the reading.  None of this will be difficult if you are here and have done the reading carefully.  You have the possibility to earn 10 points toward your final grade through this kind of preparation and participation.

You will also be required to present to the class one of the chapters assigned from the Applying Anthropology book (5 points).

3.  The rest of your grade will be derived from: the Field Research Project (40), and the mid-term and final exams combined (45).  I like to combine the two tests when it comes time to hand out final grades because if you show tremendous improvement from the mid-term to the final I prefer to focus on the higher of the two grades.  This is certainly not to say that you have no incentive to study for the mid-term, merely that if you do very poorly it does not destroy your chances of passing the course in the long run.
Any delay in handing over a paper will be sanctioned by the subtraction of one point per day during five days. After that period, you will get a zero but nevertheless you will be required to turn it in order to receive credit for the course.
4.  The University Honor Code is an essential element in academic integrity.  It is a violation of the honor code to give or receive information from another student during an in-class exam, to use unauthorized sources during an exam, or to submit all or part of someone else’s work or ideas as one’s own.  If the student violates the Honor Code, the faculty member may report the matter to the Office of Student Life.  If found guilty the student may be penalized with failure of the assignment or failure of the course.  The student may also be reprimanded or suspended from the University.  A complete statement of the Honor Code may be found in the Student Handbook, Tiger Lore.   

Plagiarism is also a serious offense; therefore it is important to keep in mind that whenever you use 3 words or more from a source you are obliged to quote it

Required Readings

Gewertz, Deborah and Frederick Errington


1991
Twisted Histories, Altered Contexts.  New York: Cambridge.

Luykx, Aurolyn


1999
The Citizen Factory.  Albany: SUNY Press.

Podolefsky, Aaron and Peter J. Brown


1996
Applying Cultural Anthropology, 6th ed.  Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield.

Whyte, Susan Reynolds


1997
Questioning Misfortune.  New York: Cambridge University Press.

Topics Covered
History, methods and main concerns of socio-cultural anthropology

Gender

Class

Race

Communication modes

Social control

Illness

Personhood

Religion and ritual

Kinship

Subsistence modes

Exchange systems

Political structures 

Social and cultural change

Representation and ideology

The use of anthropological knowledge and research in the fields of medicine, development, tourism, education
Applying Cultural Anthropology Chapter Presentations
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