
 

 
 
 
Thomas A. Viola, R.Ph, CCP    
Friday, January 23, 2026 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm (includes 30-minute break) 
2.5 CE units 
 
Subject Area: Pharmacology 
 
Title: "Hurts So...Swell!" Management of Dental Pain and Appropriate Opioid Prescribing 
Practices" 
 
Course Description: 
Management of acute odontogenic pain is accomplished through a clinical approach that 
successfully incorporates both opioid and non- opioid analgesics. It is critical for dental 
clinicians to not only employ appropriate prescribing practices when utilizing opioid and 
non-opioid analgesics to treat pain but to also apply best practices when assessing pain 
control and educating patients on opioid-associated risks and opioid safety. This program 
will provide an overview of techniques for effectively assessing and managing dental pain, 
appropriately prescribing analgesics, educating patients on adverse effects and proper 
handling of opioid medications, as well as strategies for identifying patients at risk for 
substance abuse, and counseling patients on agents used in the management and 
treatment of opioid use disorder.  
 
Objectives: 

1) Describe the pharmacology and mechanism of action of opioid and non-opioid 
analgesics. 
 

2) Discuss appropriate prescribing practices for opioid analgesics to utilize in everyday 
clinical situations. 
 

3) Describe techniques useful in developing individualized pain management plans as 
well as strategies useful in identifying potential opioid addiction and counseling on 
treatments. 
 

 
 
Friday, January 23, 2026 
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm (includes 30-minute break) 
2.5 CE units 
 
Subject Area: Pharmacology 
 



Title: "Take It On The Run, Baby!” Substance Abuse, Dental Considerations, and Patient 
Care Planning" 
 
Course Description: 
It's a fast-paced world, and, unfortunately, many of our patients seek the assistance of 
substances to cope and get through their busy, trying days. However, the use and abuse of 
both illicit and licit substances have the potential to produce systemic adverse reactions 
and life-threatening medical emergencies during dental treatment. This program will 
provide participants with an overview of the most common substances of abuse, along with 
their potential contraindications to dental therapy and the resulting necessity, if any, for 
dosage modifications of commonly used dental drugs. Using case scenarios, special 
emphasis will be given to developing patient management strategies and treatment 
planning techniques essential for successfully identifying and delivering proper care to our 
substance-abusing patients.  
 
Objectives: 

1) Discuss the impact of substance dependence and abuse on dental therapy and on 
overall patient health. 

 
2) Describe techniques useful in identifying and addressing substance dependency. 

 
3) Discuss strategies necessary for successfully managing substance-abusing patients. 

 
Short Bio: 
With over 30 years of experience as a board-certified pharmacist, clinical educator, 
professional speaker and published author, Tom Viola has earned his international 
reputation as the go-to specialist for making pharmacology practical and useful for all 
members of the dental team. As the founder of Pharmacology Declassified, Tom’s 
mission is to provide clinicians valuable insight into the dental considerations of general 
medicine as well as the medical considerations of general dentistry. As an award-winning 
educator, Tom is a member of the faculty of 15 dental professional degree programs. As a 
widely-published author, Tom is well known for his contributions to several professional 
journals and pharmacology textbooks and currently serves as a consultant to the ADA’s 
Council on Scientific Affairs. As an award-winning speaker, Tom has been recognized by 
many organizations and associations as one of the most sought-after lecturers in dentistry 
and has presented over 1000 informative and engaging continuing education seminars and 
webinars to dental professionals since 2001. 
 
https://www.tomviola.com 

https://www.tomviola.com/

